
 

This letter was read during the sermon on October 29th, 2017. It was inspired by Paul’s letter to the church in 
Thessalonica. Too often we hear about what is wrong with our churches. While it is important to know where we need to 
improve and where we can follow God more faithfully, I thought it was important to celebrate the work of the Lord that 
NRC is engaged in within our community.  

To the church of the Reformed Niskayunites in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and 
peace.  

Every time I think about you, I thank God for you. I am thankful that God has worked through the many 
saints that have called this church home. The surrounding community has been blessed to have a 
congregation filled with loving and caring people within its bounds for the many years since the church’s 
inception. Many who have been vital members of this church have also been influential members of the 
community at large. The Lord has used this congregation for the building of the kingdom in Niskayuna, 
Schenectady, and beyond.  

I have heard of your good work for the gospel in the towns of the Capital Region. Many of your saints are 
committed to helping the poor through local mission organizations. When there is a plea for help, you 
always respond in generosity. The Nursery School has been a help to families in the community for many 
years, engaging in the wonderful work of shaping young children learn important social skills and developing 
their character. God has blessed you with talented and gifted musicians who have created a rich tradition of 
joyful worship. This extends to helping the youth within the church to grow in their musical abilities. How 
many children have gone through your Sunday School ministry? And though many may not still be with 
you, let us hold onto the hope that they are demonstrating the love of God in the places in which they now 
live and work. Many ministers called by God to be your shepherd have enjoyed long tenures, and most have 
expressed joy in their time of service. One cannot forget that you are also the home of finest pie bakers in the 
Reverend Classis of Schenectady, maybe even throughout the Regional Synod of Albany, this being a 
demonstration of your gift of hospitality. I am thankful for your heartfelt desire to be an active presence in 
the community that surrounds you.  

I have heard from some witnesses that there is concern amongst you, as well as your brothers and sisters in 
other churches, of a decline in attendance for worship and less hands engaged in ministry. Hardships, trials, 
and conflicts have never deterred this body of Christ from continuing to spread the good news of Jesus 
Christ. The Holy Spirit continues to work through all of you to shine the light of Christ in the midst of 
darkness. You are not the first to do this, nor will you be the last. For we know that the trials and conflicts 
that we endure help us mature in our faith, and draw us into a deeper relationship with our Lord.  

Therefore, I urge you brothers and sisters, in light of God’s provision in the past, and God’s promises for the 
future, to remain hopeful. As other faithful followers have written about the church, that it has existed from 
the beginning of the world and will last until the end, as appears from the fact that Christ is eternal King who 
cannot be without subjects. And this holy church is preserved by God against the rage of the whole world, 
even though for a time it may appear very small to human eyes— as though it were snuffed out.  

Our Lord is faithful, and there is amazing power in the movement of the Holy Spirit. Continue your work for 

the Lord, for you are the body of Christ here on earth. Persevere in caring for the poor, the oppressed, the 

orphaned, the refugee, the lonely, and the sick. Being zealous in showing compassion to all. Speak boldly 

about Christ and Christ’s love. Pursue justice, love righteousness, and walk humbly with God. Be open to the 

Holy Spirit’s leading in all your endeavors. To God be all glory, and honor, and praise. Amen.  

           ~Pastor Jason 

Niskayuna Reformed Church 
November 2017 



 

Birthdays 
Kaitlin Morton-Bentley 2 
Karen Moak  2 
Lyle Eldred  3 
Kate Dranichak  4 
Stephen Vane  6 
Michelle Dillon  6 
Kalyn Pezzano  7 
Mia Theresa Pezzano 7 
Chad Pezzano  8 
Linda Burger  10 
Kathy Dzamba  12 

Matthew Faddegon 12 
Thomas Nappi  14 
Paul Sullivan  15 
Warren Carr  18 
Charles Del Signore 18 
Betty Mount  19 

John Bennett  23 
Thelma Ford  24 
Leslie Perlee  27 
John Moak  27 
Maureen Rizzi  28 
Wedding Anniversaries 
Tony & Diane Pechulis 2 
Warren & Carol Carr 14 
 

OFFICE NEWS 
The office will be closed on November 23rd & November 24th in the observance of the 
Thanksgiving Holiday.   

Pastor Jason and the office staff would like to wish you a relaxing and 
enjoyable  Thanksgiving.  We hope you enjoy spending time with 
your friends and family.   

Thanksgiving Prayer: God, sometimes life gets me down and I find it 
hard to see things to be thankful for. Open my eyes to see the gifts 
you’ve given me in my life. I’m going to start by thanking you for 
loving me enough to come to earth and die so we can live together 
forever. Amen. 

DEATHS  
The following individuals died in the last month: 

 Robert Aupperle 
 George Shortsleeve 
 Barbara Kidd 
Please continue to keep their families in your prayers as they continue to mourn the loss 
of their loved ones. 

HOSPITILIZATION/SURGERTY  
Please keep Linda Guzzo in your prayers.  She had a lumpectomy in October.   

THANK YOU   
It is very difficult to put into words how much I appreciate all the NRC ANGELS who have 
transported me to and from my treatments. Your caring and friendship is 
amazing.  Not only have you helped with my medical but also with my mov-
ing---and I think we have gotten to know one another so much better. My 
heartfelt THANKS!    ~With love and blessings,  Cindy 



 

GALATIANS BIBLE STUDY 
We are having a bible study on the book of Galatians on Monday evenings @ 7 pm till   

November 20th. (No bible study on November 13th) We will look at what Paul’s letter to 

the church in Galatia reveals to us about the issues at this early church. We will also discuss 

the radical view of God’s grace that is demonstrated by Paul. We will meet in the Lounge, 

unless otherwise indicated. Hope to see you then.  

 
MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS 
You may place orders for memorial poinsettias by calling Sue Felpel at 518-372-0936.  The 
cost is to be determined.  The last day to order will be December 3rd.  Please make your 
check payable to: NRC and send payment to the church office.  The plants will be delivered 
in the sanctuary beginning December 17th and may be claimed by individual donors  
anytime following the Christmas Eve Services.   
 
CEMETERY TOUR 
The History and Archives Committee of NRC hosted its  
second Cemetery Tour on October 21.  The tours  
featured several early families of Niskayuna, including names 
like Bradt, Clute, Cregier, Fort, Freligh, Orlop, van Vranken, 
and Vedder.  Tours were led by Scott Haefner, a registered 
historian with the Association of Public Historians in New 
York State, and Rev. Norman Tellier, retired minister of the 
Reformed Church in America. 

Committee members also hosted an eat-in or take-out box 
lunch for the event and  provided a running slide show of the  

information shared during the tours for those who were  

unable to make the walk through the cemetery. 

 

The H&A Committee annually hosts two 
signature events.  In addition to the  
Cemetery Tour, the group is beginning plans 
for its participation in the May 2018 Sacred 
Sites Event, a program of the New York 
Landmarks Conservancy.  Be sure to watch 
for further information about this  
not-to-be-missed event in the coming 
months. 
 



 

FINANCIAL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

As of September 30, 
2017       

  INCOME     

  Actual Budget Difference 

        

Offerings $167,864  $166,099  ($1,765) 

Use of Facilities $39,870  $43,065  $3,195  

Nursery School $15,050  $16,950  $1,900  

Rental Income $10,075  $11,600  $1,525  

Fundraising $6,717  $12,900  $6,183  

Other $5,259  $0  ($5,259) 

Operational Income $244,835  $250,614  ($5,779) 

        

  EXPENSES     

        

  Actual Budget Difference 

Payroll $143,512  $143,912  $400  

Property $66,578  $56,000  ($10,578) 

Mortgage (Principal & 
Interest $35,514  $35,946  $432  

Denominational  
Assessment $19,526  $19,526  $0  

Office $5,187  $4,350  ($837) 

Other $8,064  $10,719  $2,655  

Operational Expenses $278,381  $270,453  ($7,928) 

        

Loss from Operations ($33,546)     

Budgeted Loss ($19,839)     

Performance vs. Budget       

9/30/2017 ($13,707)     



 

MISSION SERVICE COMMITTEE  
November Communion Collection   

The recipient of this month’s communion 
collection is Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc.  
BSMA, is a private nonprofit organization in U.S. 
that provides support for mothers who have 
children in active service in the armed forces 
formed during WWI.  The name came from the 
custom of families of servicemen hanging a 
banner called a Service Flag in a window of their 
homes.  The Service Flag had a star for each 
family member.  Living servicemen were 
represented by a Blue Star and those who had 
lost their lives were represented by a Gold Star.  
Blue Star Mothers are moms on a mission.  One 
of their important missions is to send our 
deployed servicemen and women “Freedom 
Baskets”   
We are collected items for the “Freedom 
Baskets”. 

Needed items are:  insect repellent wipes, anti-
itch cream, Chapstick, toothbrushes/floss, 
individual size tissues, hand & feet warmers, 
crossword/puzzle books, playing cards, black 
socks, gum/hard candy (no chocolate), 
microwavable mac & cheese etc.  Please show 
your granitite for our military by making a 
donation to our troops.  Thanks for your 
support.   

Looking ahead:   

December 3rd:  Soup Kitchen Expenses   

December 17th:  M & SC  

 (SPECIAL COLLECTION) 

Communion Donations:  

Shelter Box USA:  

$1825 (collected)/$3000 (donated) 

Thank you to Jack Faddegon for his presentation 
& video about the work of Shelter Box.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated to our 
Communion collection.  NRC’s donation will 
purchase (3) Shelter Boxes that will keep families 

united as they work to get back on their feet,  
These boxes will receive a number, and we will be 
able to inform the congregation where they were 
sent.   

Hurricane Relief 
Special Collections to help the victims of the 
recent hurricanes that struck Texas, Florida, and 
the Caribbean were held after church and during 
Coffee Hour in the last two Sundays in 
September.  Thank you to everyone who 
supported our Hurricane Relief project!  Our 
middle school students collected a total of 
$1,078.83 ($310 (gift cards)/$768.84 (monetary 
donations).   

Information Sunday   
Thank you for your interest in learning more 
about the M & SC at the Information Fair.  It was 
a pleasure talking to those who stopped by.  We 
are looking for a person(s) to become the next 
chairperson(s) of our committee, and we are 
always looking for new committee members.  
Please consider becoming part of this active 
group by attending our next meeting on 
November 13th. 

City Mission  
Heartfelt thanks to our NRC volunteers Barb 
Valenti, Monica Tryon, Joan Peebles, Eileen 
Eldred, Michele and Bob for their help serving 
dinner on October 6th at the City Mission. We 
donned our familiar red aprons, armed with pens 
and pads, to take orders and serve delicious 
homemade meals to 143 grateful diners.  This 
new system of offering meal choices has allowed 
for increased personal interaction between 
workers and customers, much like food 
establishments do outside the mission 
environment.  Dining has now become an 
activity that offers nourishment  paired with 
social time and friendship.  Thank you again 
Barb, Joan, Monica and Eileen! 

 

M & SC continued on next page…. 



 

EVENT DATE CONTACT 

Harvest for the Pantry November 5th Janet Mattis @ 
SICM 

Concerned f/t Hungry November 17th 
& 18th 

Keane Elementary 
School  

Soup Kitchen November 14th B. Valenti 

NEXT MEETING November 13th  All are welcome!   

Month Pds of 
Food 

Donations 

January 48 lbs $5 

February 49 lbs. $13 

March 89 lbs $50 

April 72 lbs $84 

May 62 lbs $5 

June 24 lbs $0 

July 17 lbs $5 

August 16 lbs $0 

September  33 lbs $11 

Help Needed 
We are seeking input from the congregation for 
the selection of nonprofit organizations for our 
2018 Communion Collections.  Please share 
your ideas with any member of the M & SC by 
November 13th.  Thank you! 
SICM Emergency Food Pantry 
Dear Lord, thank you for remembering poor, 
needy, and hungry people.  Help us to remember 
them too and to show them care and generosity.  
Amen.  During November/December, we will be 
collecting non-perishable food items for the 
holidays.  We appreciate the support.  
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen 
M& SC was responsible for the October 13th Soup 
Kitchen. Volunteers served a menu of chicken 
barbeque, coleslaw and potato chips.  Fruit  
cocktail and a yummy assortment of desserts 

donated by area bake 
shops were served with 
the main dish. A total 
of 102 guests were 
served.  

Many thanks to Ann 
Duncan, Karen Moak, 

Trudy Lehner, Paul Russell, Judy Valente, Barbara 
Valenti and Margaret Wexler for donating their 
time this month! And, again, this effort is only 
possible through the generosity of the  
congregation throughout the year. Attendance 

at the lunch was low, allowing us to donate  
leftovers to Booth House.  Our final lunch for 
the year is scheduled for November 14th. To help 
serve, please contact Barbara Valenti. 
Flea Market 
Thank you to everyone who donated items for 
the successful flea market sale. Our classroom 
space made $540 in sales donated to NRC. 
Thank you to everyone who sorted, set up the 
room, tagged items and acted as cashiers for the 
event. The very few items remaining after the 
sale were donated to City Mission.  
Concerned for the Hungry   
You can be part of the Thanksgiving Food Drive 
to feed our neighbors.  On November 12th, we 
will have an “In Gathering” of fruits/vegetables 
and Thanksgiving food items for a great cause 
that gives food baskets to local families in need 
this Thanksgiving.  Volunteers are needed to  
assemble food baskets.  To volunteer, just stop 
by Keane Elementary School on:  
November 17th from 9 am-4 pm  
    Sorting Food 
November 18th from 10 am– 5pm  
    Packing Food 
Patty’s Place 
Patty Place was our March collection recipient.  
It is a local outreach-based program offering  
resources and referrals to at-risk women.  In  
December, we will be collecting personal care 
items to donate to Patty’s Place for distribution 
to their guests. 

Upcoming M & SC Events/Volunteer Activities: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember the hungry, the needy and the 
poor.  THANK YOU! 



 

COMMUNITY CORNER 
Harvest for the Pantry 
This is SICM’s largest fundraiser for the Food Pantry.  Please join us for a fun evening of  
raffles and dinner at the Scotia Reformed Church on Sunday, November 5th, 4-7 pm.   
Tickets are $30/pp.  Contact Janet Mattis @ 518-3742686 ex.107 or jmattis@sicm.us. 

Camp Fowler Fundraiser 
On Monday, November 6th, 2017, Camp Fowler will be hosting its annual Harvest  
Gathering Fundraiser. The event will take place at the Glen Sanders Mansion in Scotia. The 
Silent Auction will open at 6pm, with dinner to follow at 7pm. Group tables of 8-10 people 
can be reserved by October 16th, individuals and couples have until October 30th to reserve 
seats. You can make reservations with Jennifer Kenneally at jakenneally@aol.com.  

Schenectady Home Furnishings 
On Saturday, November 4th the Home Furnishings it having their 50th Anniversary at the 
Renaissance Restaurant on the corner of Eastern Avenue/Irving Street @ 5:30 pm.  The cost 
is $20 pp ($25 at the door).   

RSVP TO:   Schenectady Home Furnishings Program 
  2214 Nott Street 
  PO Box 139 
  Niskayuna, NY  12309 

UPCOMING EVENTS—MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Christmas Decorating Party 
Mark Your Calendar!  There will be a church decorating party on Wednesday, November 
29th at 7pm.  Please plan on attending!  More details to follow.   

Congregational Meeting 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, December 10th, immedi-
ately following the service of worship.  The 2018 Budget will be presented.  Please plan on 
attending. 

Christmas Concert 
Our Annual Christmas Concert will take place on Sunday, December 10th at 3 pm.  More 
information to follow! 

Christmas Services 

 9:30 am– Regular Sunday Service 

 5 pm- Family Service featuring our Sunday School Children 

 11 pm- Candlelight Service featuring our Senior Choir    
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November 5th 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost  
 
Ushers-  Bob & Tracy Sacca 
  John & Deborah Bennett 
Counters-    Paul Alois 
  Kim Cerone 
  Glenn Kreig 
Greeters-     Rory & Bonnie Wood 
 
 

November 12th 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Ushers-        Jeff Rivenburg 
  Dug Jackson 
  Brian Maclutsky 
  Lauren Groudine 
Counters-    Sharon Rice-Herbst 
  Suzi O’Brien 
Greeters-     Steve & Lynn Barnard-Avveduti 
 

November 19th 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Ushers-  Richard Mizenko 
  Peter & Thelma Ford 
  Sue Felpel 
Counters- Jeff Rivenburg 
  Norm Tellier 
Greeters-  Paul & Doris Alois 

November 26th 
Christ the King Sunday 

 
Ushers-  Erik & Linda Gebhardt 
  John & Lynn DelSignore 
Counters- Les Perlee 
  Jon Waxman 
Greeters-  John & Deborah Bennett 
 
 

The Niskayuna Reformed Church 
3041 TROY-SCHENECTADY ROAD 
NISKAYUNA, NEW YORK 12309 

Founded in 1750 
Sunday Service of Worship 9:30 am 

Office: 785-5575        Fax: 785-3671 
Emails: receptionist@niskayunareformed.org 
Minister: srpastor@niskayunareformed.org  
Website: niskayunareformed.org 

Church Office Hours   
Monday– Friday       

9 AM–  4 PM  
Staff 

The Rev. Jason Fulkerson                                Pastor 
Paul Alois                                                           Treasurer 
Rebecca Benjamin                                      Organist 
Andrew Burger                                      Director of Music  
James Friderici                   Director of Bell Choir 
Ellen Gauna                                      Church Administrator 
Kathy Mausert                      Director of  Nursery School 
Lester Perlee                         Cemetery Superintendent 
Wendy Sims                           Teacher, Nursery School 

    2017 CONSISTORY  

Elders Deacons 

Trudy Lehner, VP Dominic Andriano 

Joyce Anderson Kim Cerone 

John Bennett Alan Holmes 

Linda Gardner Diane Pechulis 

Chad Pezzano Ron Ricard 

Barb Valenti James Tully 

  

November 



 

Wednesday, November 1 
7:30-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6:30 pm-Worship (L) 
Thursday, November 2 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-Reflective Harmony (L) 
7:30-Sr. Choir (S) 
Friday, November 3 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
2 pm-Archives (L) 
6-9:30 pm-KCPC (S/FH)  
7 pm-AA (104) 
Saturday, November 4 
5:45 am-KCPC (S) 
3 pm-CDDC (FH) 
Sunday, November 5 
Communion 
Mission-Blue Star Mothers of America 
8:45 am-Sr. Choir (S) 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 
10:30 am-Youth Choir (M) 
10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 
11:15-3:15 pm-KCPC (S/FH) 
Monday, November 6 
9:45 am-Wildwood (K) 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-WA (104) 
7 pm-SA (EO) 
7 pm-Bible Study (L) 
Tuesday, November 7  
5:15 am-9:45 pm-General Election 
(FH) 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
4 pm-Flute (102) 
7 pm-Property (L) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, November 8  
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
7 pm-Consistory (L) 
7 pm-Bell Choir (M) 
Thursday, November 9 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-Reflective Harmony (L) 
7:30-Sr. Choir (S) 
Friday, November 10 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6-9:30 pm-KCPC (S/FH)  
Saturday, November 11 
5:45 am-KCPC (S) 
9 am-Clean Up Day (Church Campus) 
Sunday, November 12 
8:45 am-Sr. Choir (S) 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 
10:30 am-Cherubs (103) 
10:30 am-Youth Choir (M) 
10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 

11:15-3:15 pm-KCPC (S/FH) 
Monday, November 13 
9:45 am-Wildwood (K) 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-WA (104) 
7 pm-SA (EO) 
7 pm-M & SC (L) 
Tuesday, November 14 
10 am-Soup Kitchen @ SA 
11:30-6-TSL-(104) 
4 pm-Flute (102) 
7 pm-WFG (L) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, November 15 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
7 pm-Bell Choir (M) 
7 pm-BS Leaders Mtg. (104) 
Thursday, November 16 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-Reflective Harmony (L) 
7:30-Sr. Choir (S) 
Friday, November 17 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6-9:30 pm-KCPC (S/FH)  
7 pm-AA (104) 
Saturday, November 18  
5:45 am-KCPC (S) 
Sunday, November 19 
8:45 am-Sr. Choir (S) 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 
10:30 am-Cherubs (103) 
10:30 am-Youth Choir (M) 
10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 
11:15-3:15 pm-KCPC (S/FH) 
Monday, November 20 
9:45 am-Wildwood (104) 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-WA (104) 
7 pm-SA (EO) 
7 pm-Bible Study (L) 
Tuesday, November 21 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
4 pm-Flute (102) 
6:15 pm-Girl Scouts (104) 
7 pm-CCC (L) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, November 22 
7:30-6 pm-TSL (104) 
7 pm-Bell Choir (M) 
Thursday, November 23 
Office Closed—Thanksgiving 
Friday, November 24 
Office Closed  
Saturday, November 25 
5:45 am-KCPC (S) 
Sunday, November 26 
8:45 am-Sr. Choir (S)  

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:30 am-Cherubs (103) 
10:30 am-Youth Choir (M) 
10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 
11:15-3:15 pm-KCPC (S/FH) 
Monday, November 27 
9:30/6-Jap Flower Arr (FH) 
9:45 am-Wildwood (104) 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-WA (104) 
7 pm-SA (EO) 
Tuesday, November 28 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
4 pm-Flute (102) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, November 29 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
7 pm-Membership (L) 
7 pm-Church Decorating Party (S) 
Thursday, November 30 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
2 pm-Archives (L) 
6 pm-Reflective Harmony (L) 
7:30-Sr. Choir (S) 

 
 
 
CCC– Congregational Care Committee 
WFG- Women’s Fellowship Group 
H & A- History & Archives 
M & SC- Mission & Service Committee 
SA- Salvation Army 
CM- Schenectady City Mission  
*Reflective Harmony- outside prayer group 
 

November 


