
 

 
In chapter nine of his gospel, Luke shares with us a story about Jesus as he is on his way towards Jerusalem: 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus 
said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said 
to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another 
said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one 
who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

This small section of chapter nine demonstrates the expectations of anyone who would want to follow Jesus. 
Jesus makes it clear that a life devoted to following him will require some sort of sacrifice from the person 
who desires to follow. There will be no worldly comforts afforded to you, not even a bed. You will have to 
put your devotion to Jesus even before your duty to family. You will have to say goodbye to the life that 
you once knew.  

One of my reactions to this story, no matter how many times I read it, is that Jesus is too harsh with those 
who want to follow him. My thoughts are always something like, “C’mon Jesus, give the guy a break, he just 
wants to bury his father. And the other guy just needs to say goodbye. Can’t you cut a little bit of slack?” 
The answer to this is of course no. There is no such thing as only partially following Jesus, you are either 
following or not following. I probably struggle with this story because I’ve been in that position of wanting 
to follow Jesus but also being drawn to follow another path.  

The path of following Jesus is not an easy one, there is no mistake about it. It is filled with hills and valleys, 
left turn and right turns, all along a narrow path. The call of Jesus is that we stay committed to following 
him through it all. Keeping our eyes focused on our Lord and Savior. This is why he references the plow, and 
until I lived amongst some farmers, I had no real appreciation for this reference. If you don’t keep your eyes 
forward on a set point in front of you, then you won’t be able to plow a straight line. You will be all over 
the field. Jesus is our set point, the one whom we keep our eyes on.  

In one of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s writings he says something to the effect that once someone follows Christ, 
that an immediate life change must occur. You cannot stay in the old life and expect to enjoy the new life at 
the same time. Following Christ is not like the hokey pokey, one foot in and one foot out. All of this is 
hard, it is supposed to be. Changing the way we live, changing our attitudes, and reorienting our priorities 
are all difficult transitions. But that is what happens when your life has been altered by an encounter with 
Jesus.  

One might wonder, what if we fall, trip, venture off the path for a while? The simple answer is that grace 
abounds. We will fall, we will slip, we will venture on our own path every now and then. Yet, Jesus is always 
there, calling us to fix our eyes on him.   
 
Peace be with you, 

Pastor Jason 
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Birthdays 
Caitlin Tully 1 
Alison Counsell 2 
Lily Neugebauer 2 
Leo Vane  2 
Linda Gardner 3 
Dug Jackson IV 4 
Dorothy Murphy 5 
Paul Alois 7 
Helen Frederici 13 
Nancy Tellier 14 
Judy Henery 14 
Elsie Wyman 15 

Kathleen Sullivan 15 
Michael O’Brien 18 
Henry McCann 18 
Peter Davis 19 
Jonathan Waxman 22 
Norm Tellier 23 
Holly Neugebauer 23 
Jordan McCann 25 
Jim Tully  25 
Bonnie Wood 25 
Tracy Sacca 29 
Lynne Barnard-Avveduti 
  30 

Jennifer Laflin  30 
Roger Grasier  30 
 
Wedding Anniversaries 
Alan & Jaclyn Clemmer 4 
Joseph & Suzan Tuttle 7 
James & Elizabeth Penk 7 
Ralph & Susan Ender 20 
Peter & Jaime Davis 22 
Peter & Thelma Ford 26 
Jack & Nancy Stopera 26 
Kevin & Susan Laurilliard 27 
Jason & Jennifer Fulkerson 28 

THANK YOU 
Dear Church Friends, 
Thank you so very much for all of the prayers, calls, cards, e-mails, food and flowers to 
support us and cheer Mom during her recent hospitalization and recovery.  We feel so 
richly blessed to have such loving and caring friends around us.  We're grateful beyond 
measure. 
          Trudy & John Lehner and Marianne Hustedt 
 
Thank you to all my wonderful volunteers that stepped in to cover the phones for me 
while I was on vacation in July & August.  I really appreciate it!  Thank you to Barb  
Valenti, Monica Tryon, Nancy Stopera, Tracey Duesterdick, Joan Peebles and Judy  
Valente. 
                 ~Ellen 
 
BELL CHOIR 
The Bell Choir is starting back up this month.  
Jim Frederici has agreed to be the permanent 
Bell Choir Director.  The first practice will be 
on September 20th @ 7 pm in the Music 
Room.  New members are welcome.  We hope 
you can join us! 
 
 
OFFICE NEWS 
The office will be closed on Monday, September 4th, in observance of Labor Day! 



 

MISSION SERVICE COMMITTEE  

September Communion Collection   

Originally, the September Communion Collection 
was designated to replenish the Deacon’s Fund.  The 
Deacon’s Fund currently sits in a healthy place due to 
a low number of requests.  Even with an increase of 
requests during the winter months, Pastor Jason 
believes there will be enough funds to cover future 
needs.   

In light of that, the M & SC has selected Lakeview 
Community Church (LCC) to help fund their needs 
for a new boiler.  LCC is part of the Rochester Classis, 
and sits near the shore of Lake Ontario.  Pastor Jason 
is a friend of the current pastor, as well as the former 
pastor, and knows several members of this church.  
They are raising funds to replace their broken boiler.  
There were some Sundays last winter that they had to 
wear jackets and hats during worship service!  The cost 
to replace the boiler is $40,000, and they are looking 
to raise $20,000 from outside sources with hopes of 
installing a new boiler before winter.  We are thankful 
for your support.   

Looking ahead:  October:  Shelter Box, USA  

Communion Donations:  

Wildwood:  $441 (collected)/$500 (donated) 

Guiding Eyes for the Blind:  

  $364 (collected)/$500 (donated) 

Schoharie RC:  $431(collected)/$500 (donated) 

Thank you for supporting these ministries of care. 
 
SICM Emergency Food Pantry: 
50/50 Food Drive to honor SICM’s 50th 
Anniversary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who contributed donations to the 
Schenectady Food Pantry.  Please continue to give as 
you are able.  We appreciate your support. 

SICM Summer Meals Program  

Thank you to our wonderful NRC friends and family 
who helped serve lunches, play games, create artistic 
designs and share stories at SICM's Wallingford Park 
site in Schenectady August 7-11.  We served 
approximately 20-40 children, depending on the 
day, and helped supervise activities at the park. It was 
truly an enjoyable experience, seeing how the children 
looked forward to our daily arrival and what fun 
things we might bring with us-bubbles, sidewalk 
chalk, hula hoops to mention a few. Many thank go 
to Monica Tryon, Joan Peebles, Barb Valenti, Bonnie 
Wood, Lynn DelSignore, Elaine Eldred, and Liz Utzig 
(friend) for donating their time in support of this 
worthy community organization. 

Back to School Supplies   

Over 50 backpacks were delivered to the Schenectady 
City Mission on Tuesday, August 22 along with pens, 
notebook paper, pencils, pencil boxes, erasers and 
other needed school supplies, thanks to the 
generosity of our NRC community. On behalf of the 
City Mission, thank you NRC for your continued 
support! 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen:  Please mark your 
calendars.  NRC has been given the following dates to 
serve and prepare lunch at the Soup Kitchen:  
September 6th, October 13th, November 14th for 
2017 and April 25th & June 21 for 2018.  Contact 
Barb Valenti to volunteer.   

 

 

Together We Do Make A Difference! 

EVENT DATE CONTACT 

Soup Kitchen September 6th Barb Valenti 

Flea Market September 30th Dorilee Male 

NEXT MEETING September 11th  
@ 7 pm 

All are welcome!   

Month Pds of food Donations 

January 48 lbs $5 

February 49 lbs. $13 

March 89 lbs $50 

April 72 lbs $84 

May 62 lbs $5 

June 24 lbs $0 

July 17 lbs $5 



 

FLEA MARKET DONATIONS DROP OFF    
The M & SC and Parish Life Committee will be participating in the September 30th Flea Market with 
the sale of small items such as jewelry, handbags in good condition, Fall décor, bric-a-brac, etc. All 
proceeds will be donated to NRC. Donations of items for the sale are welcome starting Sunday,  
September 17th.  Sorry but no books, clothing, electronics, furniture or large items  can be accepted 
due to space constraints. We’ll only have one classroom available as vendors will be renting other 
spaces. Volunteers are needed Friday 9/29 to price the items as well as the day of the sale. Please call 
Dorilee Male @ 518-306-6458 to volunteer. 

The Nursery School will also be selling small children related items such as books, toys, games 
etc.  There will be a box labeled for Nursery School donations in Fellowship Hall.  Small items can 
be dropped off starting Sunday, September 17th.  If you have larger toys or items they can be 
dropped off starting Friday, September 29th.  Please do not drop off large items prior to Friday, 
September 29th because of storage restrictions.  If you have questions, feel free to call the church 
office at 518-785-5575. 

 
SAVE THE DATE 
The annual Senior Members Luncheon will be held this year on Tuesday, October 10th at noon.  If 
you are seventy years or older and are a member of our church, don't miss this enjoyable event.  
Our meal will be prepared by Paul and Cyndy Brownsey.  Apple pies (a la mode) baked by the  
famous pie makers of Niskayuna Reformed Church will be served for dessert.  The meal will be  
followed by entertainment. 

If you'd like to come, but need a ride, please contact Ellen at 518-785-5575.  She will put you in 
touch with someone from the Congregational Care Committee, who will be glad to drive you both 
ways.  Please RSVP to the church office if you can join us.  We hope you can make it!  

 
Regional Synod of Albany Event:   
The Enneagram, a word originating in Greek, means, "Nine-sided image," and is an ancient tool for 
transformation, self awareness, and understanding our motivations in the world. 
Whether it is your first time or the hundredth time hearing about the Enneagram, this conference 
is for you. The Albany Synod Ministries Board has invited bestselling author, Ian Cron, to lead us on 
a journey through the Enneagram. For both churches and individuals, this event is a tremendous 
opportunity to learn more about who we are, so that we may know more of who God is. 
Friday, October 6th  
Doors at 4:30pm - Dinner at 5:00 - Program at 6:00pm 
Saturday, October 7th  
9am - 4pm Lunch included 
Both meetings held at the Community Reformed Church of Colonie  
Individuals: $20 Friday - $90 Saturday - $100 Both Days 
Groups: $100 Friday - $450 Saturday - $500 Both Days  

250th Celebration of Helderberg Reformed Church 
Please join us for our 250th Celebration: 

·  Saturday, September 30th - Dinner and Entertainment 
·  Sunday, October 1st - Worship 

Dinner on September 30th will be served @ 5pm and is being catered by Canali's in Schenectady.   
Tickets for the Dinner go on sale August 20th.  The price is $15 for adults, $8 for children 5 to 12 
and children under 5 are free.  Seating is limited. Call (518) 861-8031 to buy tickets. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 3rd 

13th Sunday after Pentecost  
Ushers-  Jack Faddegon 
  Elaine O’Connell 
  Paul Szakats 
  Linda Matt 
Counters-    David Perlee 
  Gary Male 
  Steve Avveduti 
Greeters-     Cindy Nous 
 
 

September 10th 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Ushers-        Bob & Tracy Sacca 
  John & Deborah Bennett 
Counters-    Norm Tellier 
  Paul Sullivan 
  Sue Felpel 
Greeters-     David & Nancy Guest 
  Nancy Okonski 
 
 

September 17th 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Ushers-  Jeff Rivenburg 
  Dug Jackson 
  Brian Maclutsky 
  Lauren Groudine 
Counters- Alan Holmes 
  Kim Cerone  
Greeters-  Richard Mizenko 

 
 

September 24th 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Ushers-  Richard Mizenko 
  Peter & Thelma Ford 
  Sue Felpel 
Counters- Judy Henery 
  Suzi O’Brien 
Greeters-  Jon & Kim Waxman 
 
 
 
 

The Niskayuna Reformed Church 
3041 TROY-SCHENECTADY ROAD 
NISKAYUNA, NEW YORK 12309 

Founded in 1750 
Sunday Service of Worship 9:30 am 

Office: 785-5575        Fax: 785-3671 
Emails: receptionist@niskayunareformed.org 
Minister: srpastor@niskayunareformed.org  
Website: niskayunareformed.org 

Church Office Hours   
Monday– Friday       

9 AM–  4 PM  
Staff 

The Rev. Jason Fulkerson                                Pastor 
Paul Alois                                                           Treasurer 
Rebecca Benjamin                                      Organist 
Andrew Burger                                      Director of Music  
James Friderici                   Director of Bell Choir 
Ellen Gauna                                      Church Administrator 
Kathy Mausert                      Director of  Nursery School 
Lester Perlee                         Cemetery Superintendent 
Wendy Sims                           Teacher, Nursery School 

    2017 CONSISTORY  

Elders Deacons 

Trudy Lehner, VP Dominic Andriano 

Joyce Anderson Kim Cerone 

John Bennett Susan Felpel 

Linda Gardner Diane Pechulis 

Chad Pezzano Ron Ricard 

Barb Valenti James Tully 

  

September 



 

Friday, September 1 
Carpet Cleaning  
6-9:30 pm-KCPC (S/FH)  
7 pm-AA (104) 
Saturday, September 2 
5:45 am-KCPC (S) 
Sunday, September 3 
Communion 
Mission-Lakeview Community 
Church 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 
11:15-3:15 pm-KCPC (S/FH) 
Monday, September 4 
Office Closed 
6 pm-WA (104) 
7 pm-SA (EO) 
Tuesday, September 5 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
4 pm-Flute (102) 
7 pm-Property (L) 
Wednesday, September 6 
10 am-Soup Kitchen (SA) 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
7 pm-Archives (L) 
Thursday, September 7  
2-6 pm-TSL (104)?? 
6 pm-Reflective Harmony (L) 
7:30-Sr. Choir (S) 
Friday, September 8  
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6-9:30 pm-KCPC (S/FH)  
7 pm-AA (104) 
Saturday, September 9 
5:45 am-KCPC (S) 
3 pm-CDDC (FH) 
Sunday, September 10 
Homecoming/Pie Sunday 
8:45 am-Sr. Choir (M) 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 
10:30 am-Cherubs (103) 
10:30 am-Youth Choir (M) 
10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 
11:15-3:15 pm-KCPC (S/FH) 
Monday, September 11 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-WA (104) 

7 pm-SA (EO) 
7 pm-M & SC (L) 
Tuesday, September 12 
11:15-9:45-State/Local Election 
(FH-1st Section) 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
4 pm-Flute (102) 
7 pm-WFG (L) 
Wednesday, September 13 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
7 pm-Consistory (L) 
Thursday, September 14 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-Reflective Harmony (L) 
7:30-Sr. Choir (S) 
Friday, September 15 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6-9:30 pm-KCPC (S/FH)  
7 pm-AA (104) 
Saturday, September 16 
5:45 am-KCPC (S) 
Sunday, September 17 
8:45 am-Sr. Choir (M) 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 
10:30 am-Cherubs (103) 
10:30 am-Youth Choir (M) 
10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 
11:15-3:15 pm-KCPC (S/FH) 
Monday, September 18  
9:30/6-Jap Flower Arr (FH) 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-WA (104) 
7 pm-SA (EO) 
Tuesday, September 19 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
4 pm-Flute (102) 
7 pm-CCC (L) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, September 20 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
7 pm-Bell Choir (M) 
Thursday, September 21 
7:30-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-Reflective Harmony (L) 
7:30-Sr. Choir (S) 
Friday, September 22  

7:30-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6-9:30 pm-KCPC (S/FH)  
7 pm-AA (104) 
Saturday, September 23 
5:45 am-KCPC (S) 
Sunday, September 24 
Information Sunday 
8:45 am-Sr. Choir (M) 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 
10:30 am-Cherubs (103) 
10:30 am-Youth Choir (M) 
10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 
11:15-3:15 pm-KCPC (S/FH) 
Monday, September 25 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-WA (104) 
7 pm-SA (EO) 
Tuesday, September 26 
4 pm-Flute (102) 
7pm-H & A (L) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, September 27 
7 pm-Bell Choir (M) 
Thursday, September 28 
2-6 pm-TSL (104) 
6 pm-Reflective Harmony (L) 
7:30-Sr. Choir (S) 
Friday, September 29 
3-7 pm-Flea Market Vendors Set-Up 
7 pm-AA (L) 
Saturday, September 30 
5:45 am-KCPC (S) 
9 am– 4pm-Flea Market 
 
 
CCC-Congregational Care Committee 
WFG-Women’s Fellowship Group 
H & A-History & Archives 
M & SC-Mission & Service Committee 
SA-Salvation Army 
*LOL-Lemonade on the Lawn 
Reflective Harmony-outside prayer 
group, not part of church 
 

September 


