Sunday, May 12th
4th Sunday of Easter
Bells Sunday
Mother’s Day

8:45 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am

Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Educ. Bldg
Fellowship Hall
Music Room

Sr. Choir
Worship Service
Sunday School
Coffee Hour
Youth Choir

Monday, May 13th

7 pm

Lounge

M & SC

Thursday, May 16th

7:30 pm

Sanctuary

Sr. Choir Practice

Sunday, May 19th
5th Sunday of Easter

8:45 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am

Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Educ. Bldg
Fellowship Hall
Music Room
Room 103
Lounge

Sr. Choir
Worship Service
Sunday School
Coffee Hour
Youth Choir
Cherubs Choir
Christian Ed Mtg.

10:45 am
11 am

Niskayuna Reformed Church
May 12, 2019
4th Sunday of Easter

Mission Statement
Our mission is to be a family of people seeking to be of help to each
other and to our world through the encouragement of God’s Spirit and the
sharing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
To that end, we offer opportunities for worship, friendship, personal growth and
service.
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As we gather together in worship, may you be reminded that you are
loved and cared for by God, called to spread that love to the world.
May God quiet your heart so that you may hear God’s voice and sense
the power of God’s presence.
If you are a visitor to our worship service today, we welcome you. Please
help us to get to know you by meeting the greeter at the rear of the
sanctuary to receive a visitor’s bag of information about our church.

•

•

THE APPROACH TO GOD
The Lord be with you
•

And also with you
Announcements
Prelude

Introit

“Preludium from the Sound of Music”
Eendracht Bell Choir
Rodgers & Hammerstein II
Bell adaptation J.S. Friderici
“Love is a Special Thing”
Janie Oliver
Cherubs and Youth Choirs plus Moms and Grandmothers
Solo by Jordan McCann

Votum
Scott Haefner
Our help is the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. Amen.

•

•
•

Call to Worship
Come, let us bow down in worship,
let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;
for he is our God
and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.
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info to follow.
The NRC Membership Committee is participating in the Niska Day
activities on Saturday, May 18. If you plan to attend, please stop by
our information table located in the Community Organizations tent
anytime from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and say hello! Thanks to the
members of the committee for volunteering their time to staff this
important community outreach.
The Women's Fellowship Group (WFG) will meet on Tuesday, May 21
at 10:00 am for the annual (new - across Route 7) cemetery cleanup. We welcome you to join us as we remove any remaining
Christmas wreaths and other old decorations, rake around the
headstones, pick up branches, etc. Please bring a rake, gloves, bug
spray, a hat, sunscreen ... Trash barrels will be provided.
Thank you NRC volunteers for your energy and dedication in serving
yet another dinner at the Schenectady City Mission on May 6th. Over
160 delicious meals were distributed to a grateful group of
diners. Joan Peebles, Lynne Barnard-Avvedutti, Gary and Dorilee
Male, Bob Cantine and Michele Kopp kept up the pace, serving
tasty burritos with rice, refilling coffee cups and delivering luscious
desserts to the crowd. No one left hungry or forgotten. Our next
volunteer date is Monday, July 8, 2019. Please contact Michele Kopp
at-mishcata@gmail.com if you can help out.
Please note that another church community uses this sanctuary after
we are done on Sunday. Out of respect for their worship time, please
do not enter the sanctuary while their service is taking place. Thank
you.
Please remember to turn off cell phones or put on airplane mode, if
cell phones remain on, they interfere with the sound system.
Questions, please contact the church office at 518-785-5575 or email
Pastor Jason at sr.pastor@niskayunareformed.org or our administrator,
Ellen Gauna, at office@niskayunareformed.org.
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TODAY
•

•

*Hymn

Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room
behind the balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service.
There is infant and toddler care in Room 102 of the Education Building.
The Worship teams for TODAY are; Ushers: John & Trudy Lehner, Lizbeth
Amorelli & Jennifer Fulkerson; Counters: Sue Felpel & Sharon RiceHerbst; Greeter(s): Joan Peebles; Coffee Hour: Property Committee.
SUNDAY SCHOOL

•

•

The Christian Education Committee will have a meeting on Sunday,
May 19th at 11am. Feel free to contact Sabrina at
christianed@niskayunareformed.org with any questions or concerns.
We hope to see you there!
The end of the Sunday School year is coming to a rapid close, and we
need your help for the upcoming sessions! The Summer Session will
begin July 14th and continue through August 11th. Two adults must be
present at these large-group classes. Materials will be provided! Sign
up sheets will be available beginning this Sunday, May 12th. You can
also reach out to Sabrina at christianed@niskayunareformed.org for
more information. We'd love to have you share your gifts with our kids!
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

•

•
•
•
•

•

The Worship teams for May 19th are; Ushers: Glenn Kreig, Jon Waxman,
Barbara Sim & Leo Lichtig; Counters: Glenn Kreig & Suzi O’Brien;
Greeter(s): Ann Duncan; Coffee Hour: Congregational Care.
The Sermon text for next week will be: Acts 11:1-18.
Pastor Jason will be out of town on Thursday, May 16th – Saturday, May
18th for a leadership retreat.
The Cemetery is looking for help this summer. Please contact Les
Perlee at 518-785-3431, if you are interested.
The First Reformed Church of Schenectady is collecting used pill bottles
as part of the Matthew 25: Ministries program. There is a flyer and box
for donations in the Education Building. Deadline: May 19th.
Save the Date: SICM summer lunch dates are July 29-August 2. More
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It is Good to Sing Thy Praises

20

*Salutation and People’s Amen
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.
Prayer of Confession (responsive)
O God, our shepherd, you guide us in right paths, you lead us in the
ways of righteousness, but we have allowed our anger, our rage, our
greed, and at times even hate, to direct our paths.
We have overreacted, we have taken more than our share, we have
despised others that seem to have it all.
Forgive us, God, for not following your ways. Forgive us for not
remembering that we are your sheep, and you are our shepherd.
Forgive us when we have not listened for your voice and instead have
acted in the ways of the world.
Guide us back to your path, to loving you and loving our neighbors.
Help us to unclench our fists and lend out our hands in hope and
healing, forgiveness and love. In the name of Christ our shepherd we
pray. Amen.
Kyrie Eleison
Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have
mercy upon us.
Words of Assurance
The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The Good
Shepherd knows the sheep, and the Good Shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep so that the sheep may live. We are part of the flock, we
are part of Christ’s body. In Christ we find wholeness and restoration.
Call to New Life
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in
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full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of
others. May the Spirit of God help us to live this new life. Amen!
*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Anthem

“Siyahama-I’m Gonna Sing”
Eendracht Bell Choir

Tammy Waldrop

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, Forever. Amen.
*Hymn

God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength

*Benediction
*Postlude

Blessed Assurance

THE WORD OF GOD
Prayer for Illumination (in unison)
Lord God, you have declared that your kingdom is among us. Open
our eyes to see it, our ears to hear it, our hearts to hold it, our hands to
serve it. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson
Psalm 23
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sermon
*Hymn

Bible 501 OT

Pastor Jason Fulkerson
I Need Thee Every Hour

324

THE RESPONSE OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Offering
Offertory

“How Great Is Our God/How Great Thou Art”
Eendracht Bell Choir
Tomlin, Reeves, Cash & Hine
Bell Arr. Peggy Bettcher

*Doxology 544 and Prayer of Consecration
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
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381

*Those who are able, please stand.
Congregational responses are printed in bold italics type.

Ritter

