
Grace and peace to the saints at Niskayuna Reformed Church,  

We all understand how important it is for us to remain a supportive community during times of crisis.  

As a result, we are determining what we believe to be the best practices for our church community to 

follow. Here is a list of how we are responding: 

Sunday Worship 

In accordance with the recent recommendations from the CDC, we will cease in-person worship 

services through (at least) the end of March. All Schenectady Classis churches are being implored to 

not gather in person for worship services on Sunday. While we can’t project into April at this point, we 

need to acknowledge that we may not be able to gather for worship on Palm Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday, or Easter. We will update you as we can regarding Holy week services. 

I read in an online article that demonstrating Jesus’ love right now may mean we need to distance 

ourselves for a period of time. That may be difficult for us to come to grips with as we are people who 

enjoy being together in fellowship. That is something I mourn. Yet, distancing does not have to mean 

we are disconnected.  

We will be offering an opportunity for us to gather for worship utilizing the gift of technology. 

Through an online meeting service called Zoom, we will be able to host live-streaming worship on 

Sundays.  It will look and feel different, yet it is a way that we can safely gather. A separate email will 

be sent to you later this week with a link and instructions. You will be able to access the service via 

computer, tablet, or phone (even a landline…WOW).  

For those who will not be able to access this service, we will work on providing a weekly devotional 

that can be mailed to those who want it. Please let us know if you think of an individual who would 

benefit from that.  

Christian Education 

Our young ones are impacted by all of this as well, and we recognize that we need to provide for their 

spiritual well-being. To accommodate this, we will distribute weekly Sunday School Lessons for 

families to use. It is important to keep that routine alive and well for families.  

The Spiritual Disciplines class will not gather in person, but beginning on Monday, March 23rd and 

Thursday, March 26th, there will be an opportunity to meet online. More details about that will follow. 

 

Giving 

In the ensuing weeks and perhaps months, we must continue to provide for the maintenance and 

operations of our buildings as well as to continue to pay our staff.  As such we will need to be 

managing our resources carefully.  As you know, our major source of income are church offerings.  In 

the ensuing weeks and months as we suspend in-person worship services, this will lead to a decline in 

our offerings collected.   



Therefore, we heartily urge you to continue your donations as pledged.  For those of you who have 

not made specific pledges, to continue to donate what you would have donated had you been in 

church.  This can be done by using our pay online capabilities at the following link: 

https://www.niskayunareformed.org/online-giving/ 

If paying online is not an option for you, we urge you to send your checks in the mail to the church 

office.  Remember your church staff is still working to not only maintain the building but to continue 

our mission.   

Pastoral Care 

I will not make home visits over the next couple of weeks, unless it is truly necessary. I will make an 

extra effort to make telephone calls and send cards.  I would encourage all of you to extend that type 

of care at this time. We may not be able to be together physically, but we can remain connected. We 

have various avenues to love and encourage one another.  

 

Meetings and Events 

All non-essential committee meetings or events will not take place.  

Any meeting or event over ten people shall not take place.  

Funerals will continue to take place with limitations and precautions. 

 

Staff 

With a decrease in activity on the church campus, our staff’s time in the office will also decrease in the 

weeks ahead. They will continue to be fully compensated.   

Our Nursery School will remain closed as long as the Niskayuna Central School District remains 

closed.  

Ellen’s hours for the next couple of weeks will be 8am – Noon.  Pastor Jason will be in the office from 

11am – 3:30pm. 

We ask you to avoid coming into the office unless you need to. Please call or email the church office 

with any questions or concerns.  

These changes can be difficult for all of us. They may even cause anxiety to rise within us. It is 

important that we continue to put our faith and hope in God. We will get through this, and we will get 

through it together (just not in person). Know that you are all loved, cared for, and prayed for. I look 

forward to meeting together again in the future.  

Peace to you, 

Pastor Jason and the Consistory of NRC 

https://www.niskayunareformed.org/online-giving/

