
Maundy Thursday Liturgy  

adapted from a liturgy by The Rev. Josephine Robertson, All Saints Episcopal Church, Bellevue, WA 

This Maundy Thursday service was designed for use in the home, around the dinner table (whatever shape 

that takes). All Christians are called to bless and so while this meal is not sacramental it includes blessings of 

the food and drink shared, and the people gathered. The service has been written so that various parts can be 

shared out among those present. Each part is either meant to be read by a single person, or by all. While this 

service assumes a small gathering it can, when necessary, be done by an individual who while physically alone 

is nevertheless gathered in spirit with the rest of the church this night. 

One candle (called the Christ candle) should be placed on the table and lit before the service begins, it will 

remain lighted throughout.  

All  We begin by washing, as we were washed in our baptism. We cleanse our hands as we were 

cleansed in the waters of new birth. We do this not because we are afraid, but because we were 

commanded to love: and to cleanse our hands, and gather in spirit, is how we love the vulnerable, 

whom Jesus loved. May we be instruments of love. May the sacrifices we make be for the good of 

our human family near and far. 

Each person present then washes their hands thoroughly with soap and water. Once washed each should help 
with setting the table as they are able. 
 
One  Dear ones, tonight is a holy night. Tonight, we join with Christians around the world as we remember 

the last night our Lord spent with his friends. We gather around a table, and with all those who 
remember tonight. Though we are dispersed, we are together, in spirit and in truth. Tonight, is about 
friendship, and love. But not all the stories tonight are happy, because suffering and evil are real. So 
tonight, we will eat a meal, we will share stories, and we will pray together. 

 
Blessing of the Meal 
 
This portion of the service may be used at any time a meal is shared among Christians. It follows the shape of  
the last supper, and therefore will sound familiar and much like the Eucharist. However, a priest is not  
required because the elements are not consecrated. They are however blessed, something all Christians are  
called to do. 
(The one who blesses the bread takes the bread and holds it where all may see it.) 
 
One  On the night that Jesus gathered with his friends he took bread and he blessed it and shared it with 

his friends, for God who loves us, feeds us. As God’s people ate manna in the wilderness and were 
satisfied, so we share this bread with Christ, and with one another. May it be for us bread from 
heaven, strength for our bodies, balm for our souls, and may it empower us to be Christ’s body in 
this world. 

(The bread is passed around the table for all to take their fill. The one who blesses the wine [or other beverage]  
Then takes the wine (in a bottle or carafe) and holds it where all may see it.) 
 
One  On the night that Jesus gathered with his friends he took wine and he blessed it and shared it with 

them. For the God who made us delights in us, and gives us good gifts to delight our tongues, and 
give joy to our souls. As Jesus offered the Samaritan woman water that will not fail, so Jesus offers us 



the same. May this be for us the holy drink of heaven, and may it wash us of sin and quench the 
thirst of our souls.  

The wine [or other beverage] is then poured out into each person’s cup, a generous amount! The whole 
company together then blesses the rest of the meal, saying together. 
 
All  Holy and lifegiving God, we thank you for the bounty of your Creation laid before us. We ask you to 

bless it, that it may be to us a holy meal. We give thanks for all those who labored so that it might 
sustain us, and we ask that through it you would give us the strength to be your good stewards; to 
care, and tend your creation, and to care especially for our siblings, all the people of this world. 
Tonight, be with all the members of our community who we love and miss, those who cannot be 
here with us to share this meal. We ask these things by the grace of Jesus Christ our Brother and the 
Holy Spirit our friend and guide. Amen. 

 
The meal should be enjoyed by all. As feels appropriate the following story should be read by members of the  
gathered group while the rest continue their meal. 
 
Read John 13.1-17, 31b-35 - The Last Supper 
 

When the meal is finished, all gather together for a final prayer and invitation to keep vigil. 

One  Our dinner is over, the waiting begins. Tonight Jesus was alone, under arrest, and awaiting his death. 

Tonight his friends were alone with their guilt, shame, and fear. 

One  Tonight we are missing our normal routines, our communities, and friends. Many are alone, isolated 

and afraid, Jesus waits with us all tonight, even as we wait with him. Jesus knows what loneliness 

feels like, what fear tastes like. Jesus knows the heartbreak of being alone when you want most to 

be with people you love. Tonight we hold vigil with the sick, the fearful, the lonely, and with all who 

risk their own lives to protect and care for ours. 

One  Holy One, draw near to your people this night, wait and watch with us; for our hearts are heavy. 

Send your holy angels to watch over the sick, and to guide the hands of those who tend to them. And 

we beseech you, comfort us as a Mother soothes her beloved children. May we watch, and wait, 

strengthened by your presence. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Good Friday Liturgy 

Good Friday marks the death of Jesus Christ. It’s called “good” because of what Jesus’ death means for the 

redemption of the world. 

Opening Prayer 

Holy and loving God, as we prepare to set aside our busyness and to focus intently on Jesus’ 

suffering and death, we ask for eyes to see all of the amazing things that Jesus’ death means for 

understanding you, your love, and our salvation. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Reading John 18:1-18 

Were You There When They Crucified My Lord Verse 1 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Reading  John 18:19-40 

Were You There When They Crucified My Lord Verse 2 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Reading  John 19:1-16a 

Were You There verse 3 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Reading  John 19:16b-30 

Were You There When They Crucified My Lord Verse 1 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Reading John 19:31-42 

Silent Reflection 

Benediction 

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the 
sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not 
grow weary or lose heart. 


