
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters;  

he restores my soul.  

He leads me in right paths 

for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  

I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff— 

they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

my whole life long. 

Are you tired? Are you stressed? Have you felt lonely or isolated in past several 

months? Are you filled with worry? Do you feel overwhelmed? Are you unsure about 

how you feel? Are you angry? Are you depressed?  

Read the Psalm again… 

Think about the last several months. Aren’t these words what we all need to hear? A 

promise of sustenance and refreshment on a precarious journey; protection against 

evil; reconciliation with enemies; everlasting goodness and mercy.  

These words should never be limited to only being read at funerals as if the only dark 

valleys we traverse are following death. Darkness can seize us at any moment of any 

day. We need to be reminded every day that the Lord is right there with us as our 

shepherd. Leading us to the spaces where our souls can be restored.  

Read the Psalm again, only this time imagine sitting in that green pasture beside the 

still waters and hearing these words as if God is speaking them directly to you.  

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Jason 
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Birthdays  

3 Bob Schlieman 

3  Melissa Henery 

4  Alexa LaBella 

4 Sharon Rice-Herbst 

4 Emily Wood 

6 Todd Stewart 

7  Mary Gillespie 

8  Brayden Bianchi 

9 Emelia Pederson 

11  Drew Henery 

12   Mandie Stafford 

16 Keria Henery 

18 Gabriel Hall 

22 Gary Male 

23 Robert Graves 

24  Judy Battiste 

27  David Wood 

30 Lucas Counsell 

30 Fay Levitto 
 

 

 

Anniversaries 

David & Tiffanie Wood       3 

George & Jean Bursor        7 

  

Matt & Paige Faddegon 

                                  10 

Dug & Sharon Jackson     11 

Alan & Carol Holmes         14 

Stephen & Lauren Groudine   

            15 

Joe & Christina Pustay      16 

Everett & Mae Dillon         21 

Norm & Nancy Tellier        24 

John & Trudy Lehner          25 

Michael & Lynda Dranichak 

            26 

Les & Sally Perlee          28 

David & Nancy Guest      31 

 

Niskayuna Senior Center 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Thursday, July 30th 10am—2pm Paint with Peggy 

Saturday, August 29th 9am-4pm *AAA Northway, Defensive Driving Course - 

     A NYS approved 6 hour, Point and Insurance  Reduction Course 

     A mininum of 10 people required. Register by calling Kelly Baker at  

 518-761-6058,  

     $25 for Niskayuna Seniors Center Members and $32 for Non-Members 

 

 

Office News                     

Pastor Jason will be on vacation August 17-31,  

returning on September 1st.  There will be two guest  

preachers the Sundays that Jason is gone.  If you 

have any issues, please contact the church office.   

 

Rick will be returning from vacation on August 9th.  

Please contact Ron Ricard if you are in need of  

assistance while Rick is out.   
 



 

Mission and Service Committee  

August 2nd Communion Collection:   

Our Communion Collection for August 

will benefit Setshabelo Family and 

Child Services (SFCS) an RCA mission 

partner in Botshabelo, South Africa. 

SCFS works to keep vulnerable  

children in their own homes and to 

place orphans into loving foster or 

adoptive families. The RCA  

Mission partner, Denise Kingdom Grier,  

works with the SCFS staff to raise  

awareness about family-based care 

and to establish family and child  

support ministries with area  

churches.  —  Thank you! 

Looking ahead:   

September 6th— Food for the Poor 

Communion Collections 

June: Wildwood Programs  $195  

(collected)  

July: Rotterdam Challengers Baseball 

$235 (collected)  

We appreciate your support!     

SICM Emergency Food Pantry 

We are collecting food items (boxed 

and canned, no glass) to help those 

during this time.   

Monetary donations are also welcome 

and can often purchase more food 

per dollar than we often realize.  There 

is a green collection box in the  

narthex.   

Every donation impacts lives. 

2020 Volunteer Opportunities 

Schenectady City Mission-2020 dates 

9/14 - tentative pending updates to  

volunteer safety (please see note from 

on next page) 

Please contact Michele Kopp at 

mishcata@gmail.com ,if you are  

interested in volunteering.  Sign-ups to 

volunteer must be done on-line at  

https://

citymissionofschenec-

tady.volunteerhub.com/lp/allevents/

events/index 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen 

August 27, 2020 

Time: 10:30 am-1:30 pm 

Additional  2020/2021 dates pending 

SICM Summer Lunch Program 

Our church has been assigned the 

week of August 17th-21st from 12:15-

12:45, and our location this year is  

Mont Pleasant Middle School in  

Schenectady.  Due to Covid-19  

restrictions, the program this entirely 

mobile and will pass out 1 lunch and 1 

breakfast per child.  

Please contact Michele Kopp 

at mishcata@gmail.com if you are  

available to participate. 

2020 Brooks BBQs:    8/19—Please  

contact Kim Cerone @ 518-339-7804 or 

purdyka@aol.com about volunteering.  

Dinners are $12  

(includes half chicken, baked potato, 

coleslaw, roll/butter and cookie 

Half chicken: $8 

UPCOMING M & SC Events 

Next Meeting:   

August 10, 2020 @ 6:30pm   

All are welcome 

Please remember the needy, the  

hungry and the poor. 

 

 

mailto:mishcata@gmail.com


 

Hello Wonderful Volunteer Friends! 

We miss you more than ever!  We are still holding off on having volunteers serve, but I wanted 

to share some of the awesome things God is doing here at City Mission!  Your donations and 

prayers have made it possible to not only keep our doors open but are also giving us a 

chance at some new opportunities! 

Cornerstone Chapel  

Click below to experience last week’s chapel service 

https://youtu.be/Uejkqwh0fGM 

Mental Health & Spiritual Counselors 

On June 29, in partnership with Alliance and MVP and through Eastern Door Counseling Center 

we will begin to have direct access to Mental Health & Spiritual Counselors for both residents 

AND staff!  The counselors will have offices in the St. Joseph’s Rectory on Lafayette Street.  We 

will begin with two counselors who love to serve the Lord and are looking forward to meeting 

with our community members.  In addition, we are working on securing additional providers 

and are praying for a psychiatrist who can also assist in writing prescriptions when needed.   

Free Medical Clinic  

We are excited to announce an enhanced partnership with Ellis Medicine.  Ellis has been a 

long time partner in our free clinic and will now be taking complete ownership of the free clinic 

utilizing City Mission space.  The clinic will be held weekly on Tuesday’s from 5:30pm to 7:30pm 

at 313 Clinton Street.  Empower Health will oversee the administrative scheduling piece and 

will be our onsite contact for Ellis during the clinic hours.  For the new clinic, we have decided 

to reconstruct the resource room in 313 to provide a more suitable space for the clinic which 

resulted in an aggressive deadline of July 7th.  

Workforce Development 

As part of the Schenectady County COVID-19 Recovery Coalition, Mike has been leading a 

Workforce Development Group working in conjunction with the Schenectady County Job 

Training Agency.  Starting next week, SJTA will be working out of 816 Union Street taking ap-

pointments to work with individuals on things such as:  Resume Development, Online Trainings, 

Career Counseling, Job Applications, Interview Prep, Employment Opportunities and more.  

Free Clothing Room 

The City Mission Clothing Room will reopened on July 1st!  Michele is back and has begun to 

clean and arrange the room for the re-opening.  While the room will run mostly as it has in the 

past, we do need to make some changes to be in compliance with protocol so please be 

mindful of these changes.  

Thrift Store Now Open! 

The Thrift Store is now re-open.  The hours are 10am -5pm Monday through Saturday.  The team 

has done a great job of stocking some good merchandise.  If you haven’t been you may 

want to visit.  And why not encourage your friends and family to take a ride up as well. (note 

the Thrift Store is closed this Saturday, July 4th) 

Mobile Food Pantry Program 

Starting today there will be a weekly Mobile Pantry Outreach available on Thursdays from July 

2 through August 27 from 2pm -4pm at the Davis Pavilion (across from the City Mission Admin-

istration Building). This outreach will provide free fresh produce (individually packaged for safe 

exchange) to individuals and for families in the community.  This resource is available to every-

one.  Please note that masks must be worn and all participants will be asked to put on clean 

gloves at the site (gloves will be provided). 

The Mobile Pantry Program expands the capacity of the Feeding America network to make 

food more accessible in the communities - to people more quickly and flexibly. 

For more information or for assistance please call: 518-458-1167, Monday – Friday 8am-4pm.  

God is on the move!  Can you feel it? 

Thanks again for your friendship! Keep praying for the day we will be back serving together, 

https://youtu.be/Uejkqwh0fGM
https://www.google.com/maps/search/816+Union+Street?entry=gmail&source=g


 

 



 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen  

Because of COVID-19, the Salvation Army 

dining hall has not yet been re-opened 

for eat-in lunches. On July 20th, NRC  

volunteers gathered in our Lounge to  

prepare take-out bag lunches for the  

Salvation Army facility for distribution on 

July 21st. This lunch completes our scheduled responsibility for the 2019/2020 

year.  

Once again, with many people taking advantage of the regional food banks 

for their food supplies, the amount of lunches delivered was less than half of the 

150 we normally prepare.  

Thanks this month go to Alice Harbour, Pastor Jason, Sue Lichtig, Sue’s  

grandsons Sam and Elijah McCarty, and Barbara Valenti who shopped, 

chopped, prepared, bagged and delivered the lunches which consisted of a 

buffalo chicken and cheese sandwich, veggies/dip, chips, fruit, pudding and 

Sunny D. 

The July serving completes NRC’s 2019/2020 commitment to provide a monthly 

lunch for the soup kitchen. We will continue following the same procedure with 

bag lunches until the dining room re-opens. The next date we will be providing 

a bag lunch is August 27th. Please watch the Messenger for information on  

future dates. 

  

Come Join the Stream Team 

As most of you know, Niskayuna Reformed Church is 

now live streaming Sunday services. We have a small 

team of volunteers who run the streaming every week 

and we would like to add to that number. The time commitment is not exces-

sive, involving about an hour of training and then helping with the  

streaming every “so often.” How often will depend on how many people join 

the team. Two people are needed every Sunday, one to control the camera 

(a largely automated process) and one to monitor the actual stream on 

YouTube (to make sure what the viewers are seeing looks good). For teenagers, 

this would be great experience and looks good on college applications. For 

those of us who are not quite teenagers anymore, it’s fun and a great service 

for the church. If you’re interested, want more information or want to see how it 

works before deciding, contact Leo Lichtig (lichtl@aol.com) or anyone else on 

the Stream Team. 

mailto:lichtl@aol.com


 

Finance Committee 
We are reflecting a better than planned actual to budget position as of the end of June.  We had  
projected a budget loss of about $32K, and we are showing a loss of about $16K to date.  We have 
been helped significantly, by cutting back and monitoring energy usage, utilizing mortgage payment 
relief, denominational assessment relief, and an infusion of PPP loan funds of $41K.  We can also be 
very appreciative of folks keeping up with their donations during these difficult times.  We are  
enjoying a favorable cash position such that we have not had to dip into the investment accounts  
during volatile markets. 
 
The rest of 2020 will be very difficult for planning as we continue to cross uncharted territory with 
COVID 19 concerns and an uncertain economy.  Our spiritual roots and cohesion will continue to be 
tested in these times of anxiety.  We are thankful for your ability to maintain your gifts and  
contributions throughout these difficult times.  We are blessed with strong congregational ties.  Thank 
you to all, and please stay healthy. 
 

As of June  30, 2020   

 Income 

   Actual   Budget   Difference  

Offerings  $                109,100   $                   100,293   $                         8,807  

Use of Facilities  $                  28,191   $                     28,500   $                         (309) 

Nursery School  $                    8,678   $                     21,000   $                   (12,322) 

Rental Income  $                    9,700   $                        9,300   $                            400  

Fundraising  $                             -   $                                -   $                                 -  

Other  $                        934   $                                -   $                            934  

Operational Income  $                156,603   $                   159,093   $                      (2,490) 

        

  Expenses     

Payroll  $                107,377   $                   105,728   $                      (1,649) 

Property  $                  39,245   $                     47,200   $                         7,955  

Mortgage (Principal & Interest)  $                    9,492   $                     19,125   $                         9,633  

Denominational Assessment  $                    5,640   $                        8,019   $                         2,379  

Office  $                    6,706   $                        4,300   $                      (2,406) 

Other  $                    4,162   $                        6,620   $                         2,458  

Operational Expenses  $                172,622   $                   190,992   $                      18,370  

    

Gain from Operations  $                (16,019)   

Budgeted Loss  $                (31,899)   

Performance Vs Budget 
6/30/2020  $                  15,880    


