
 

Wistful and Thankful 
 
Niskayuna Reformed Church has experienced a great sadness.  As the weeks now and, soon, months and years 
pass, this sadness will be incorporated into the life that is NRC.  We do not yet know how large this sadness is 
or what it will mean.  But we do know that life is larger than any one moment and that we are loved by God 
through it all.  What follows is a reflection from three years ago offered as an illustration of sharing life with 
God rather than judging it to be good or bad. 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
I went to an East Village jazz club for about the fifth time in my life and the first time in 50 years.  A friend was 
playing.  I love the Village atmosphere and so walked from the Christopher St. PATH nearly the length of 4th St 
to the club on Avenue C.  It was a summer evening and life was in progress, overflowing from the bars to 
sidewalk tables!  NYU and upscale modest diversity from PATH to a few blocks beyond Washington Square.  
East Village and more edgy diversity following to the Bowery, Avenue C, and the river.  A group of smokers of 
indeterminate gender by a bar, clothed and made up to almost clownish proportions.  Political arguments over 
drinks arranged by language table, Spanish and Lithuanian the only two I identified with certainty.  Many 
couples in all possible combinations.  At least 20 beautiful young women taller than I by a head, making me 
wonder if old age shrinkage has seriously begun. 
 
The only difference in the club from those of 50 years ago is that air conditioning is installed and works.  
Otherwise, the dirt, the dark, the noise volume, the dirt, the beer, the overly worn furniture, the dark, and, oh 
yes, the dirt, are as they were between 1956 and 1963, all in a room 15 x 30 with a place to sit for about 10 
and the other hundred or so present standing or leaning against a wall and/or one another.  The program 
advertised was for my friend to do solo piano from 9pm to 9:45 and his group to play from then on.  I arrived 
about 8:50.  Got a beer.  Got a seat.(white hair helps) This crowd was not chronologically diverse and I did stick 
out a bit.  But fortunately, my iPad (with brightness set as low as possible) signaled that I was both harmless 
and unneedful of their personal attention.  By 10:30, no performance had begun and it was clear that if I really 
wanted to hear my friend’s music, I would need to commit to the whole night as there are no trains between 
1:30 and 6am.  The 20 year old in 1960 would not have raised the question.  The 77 year old went home to 
bed without hearing any music. 
 
Which brings me to wistful.  The soul loves the music and the 77 year old body hears poorly and takes weeks 
to recover from one night’s lost sleep.  And the beer that used to mitigate now just makes everything worse.  
All those strangely dressed, strangely talking, actively engaged night folk awaken memories.  And the 
memories of encounters past fuel a yearning to participate in the current conversation - not by being strangely 
dressed but by serious engagement with discovering what makes life meaningful and joyous. 
 
And that leads, by God’s grace, to thankful.  I really, really do not wish I were 20 again.  I am deeply grateful to 
God for the music I have heard through the years and for those with whom I have shared it.  Christ promises 
life, but not the same life and not repeat life.  “Every morning mercies new” as the old hymn says.  This is not 
our “practice” life, it is the only one we get and by Christ’s gift it is eternal.  The current conversations on 4th 
St. are for those who are young now and for those of us who kept going to jazz clubs after passing age 30.  
Other paths have given other gifts to those who listened a bit while young and then took another road.  The 
Lord’s Mercy,  inchoate, and often unrecognized,  nudges each one toward the path of being that single 
creation the Lord’s Wisdom intends.  Sometimes the music hurts and sometimes it’s joyous and sometimes 
there is just silence.  No matter which, being thankful is response #1.  Help for both perceiving God’s intention 
and being thankful is available each Sunday morning where a place - to sit! - is reserved just for you.   
          Rett Zabriskie 
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Birthdays  
1 Sharon Jackson 

1  Susan Ender 

7  Ryan Autrey 

7 Bob Sacca 

10 Richard Munro 

13 Addison Rizzi 

16 Gladys Hawthorne 

18 Donna Nappi 

19 Robert Fear 

19 Lauren Groudine 

20 Cindy Nous 

23 Mae Dillon 

25 Sharon Thompson 

26 Caroline Drapeau 

28 Brenna Autrey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 Sophia Mazza 

29 Samuel Mazza 

29  Fiona Tully 

30  Tony Pechulis 
 

Anniversaries 

 

Roy & Emelia 

Pederson     

  

       29 

Holy Week Schedule 

Maundy Thursday is April 1st at 6:30 pm.  We will 

be celebrating communion with Rev.  

Zabriskie. Here is the link if you wish to join us 

online:   

NRC Worship Maundy Thursday - YouTube 

 

Easter Sunday is April 4th at 9:30 am (no Sunrise 

service this year).  An email will be sent out prior 

to the service  with the link to join us online.  We 

hope you can join us either in person or 

online.    

If you wish to join us in person, we will practice 

social distancing guidelines for both services. 

The staff and consistory of NRC want to wish 

you a blessed and holy Easter!     

The NRC Women's Book Group will meet on Saturday, April 17, 2021 at 10 am - 

probably on Zoom, unless the weather is good enough for us to be outside, in 

which case we'll meet on someone's patio (TBD).  Please contact Trudy Lehner 

for further details.   

  

The NRC Women's Fellowship Group (WFG) will meet on Tuesday, April 13 at 

2:00 pm on Zoom.  (Note - this is a change from the usual second Wednesday 

of the month schedule - just for this time).  The group will be working on a  

Mother's Day project.  All are welcome to join in!  Please contact Trudy Lehner 

for login information.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-Ci9GO8FBg


 

Mission and Service Committee 

April Mission of the Month:   

Our mission for April will benefit Safe  

Incorporated of Schenectady.  Since 1985 

they have led the effort to get youth out of 

the "street life" and into a safe environment 

where staff work with youth to empower them 

and change their future. They have worked  

tirelessly to address the social issue of human 

trafficking and child exploitation for over 30 

years. For more information, please see their 

website at safeincofschenectady.org Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated.   Thank you! 

Looking ahead:  May —  Camp Fowler 

Communion Collections 

February:  Schenectady City Mission  -  

Collected $390, donated $425  

Once again, we appreciate the generosity of 

our congregation.   

Special Note:  Our Communion Collections run 

for the entire month.  If you are unable to  

attend church on the 1st Sunday of the 

month, you may mail your donation to the 

church.  All checks should be made payable 

to NRC and specify on the memo line the 

name of the organization that you wish to  

support.   

Did you know that you can make Mission of 

the Month Collections through the Church’s 

website?  There is now a dedicated Mission 

donation selection for the PayPal  

contributions.   

SICM Emergency Food Pantry 

We are still collecting  disposable adult and 

child sized face masks.  For the month of April, 

the theme will be “Let’s Do Lunch” and we will 

be collecting things like —peanut butter, jelly, 

tuna, soups, single serve macaroni and 

cheese, SpaghettiOs.  There are collection 

boxes in the education building for donations.   

To date your contributions have added up to 

more than 80 pounds of food and 3 collection 

pick-ups by SiCM—way to go! 

The Food Pantry is now accepting volunteers - 

call the pantry at 518-346-4445 for more  

Information. 

Monetary donations are also welcome and 

can often purchase more food per dollar than 

we often realize.  There is a green collection 

box in the narthex.  Every donation impacts 

lives. 

2020 Volunteer Opportunities 

Schenectady City Mission-  

Currently the volunteer opportunities for  

serving dinner are on hold due to Covid-19  

restrictions.  But there are still ways you can 

get involved.  Please see the following to learn 

more:  

https://citymission.com/get-involved/ 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen–  

April 15th will be the first lunch for NRC for 

2021.  It will again be a prepackaged bagged 

lunch.  Thank you to all who have reached out 

to volunteer! 

UPCOMING M & SC Events 

Brooks BBQ  2021—April 21st and August 18th 

We are planning on having our first Brooks BBQ 

of the 2012 season. It will be April 21st, 3 PM – 6 

PM. We need volunteers to help us the day of 

the BBQ. There will be a need for inside help: 

assembling the chicken dinners, bagging  

dinners, and transporting dinners to the pickup 

tables. Outside help: ticket sales, traffic  

direction, and runners to take assembled  

dinners to the cars. We will also need  

someone to keep track of the number of  

dinners sold.  

We still plan to properly distance our workers, 

which still means that there will still be quite a 

bit of moving around to assemble the dinners. 

All volunteers will still need to wear masks and 

gloves.  

For at least this first BBQ we will use the  

prepackaged Brooks cookies.  

If you can volunteer on April 21st, between 3 

and 6 pm please contact Kim Cerone @  

518-339-7504 or purdyka@aol.com. If you are  

unable to volunteer, the best way you can 

help us is to swing in and purchase a great 

meal.  

Dinners  

(half chicken, baked potato, coleslaw, roll/

butter, and cookie):   

$12.00 

Half Chicken only:      

$8.00 

Next Meeting:   

April 12,  2021  @ 6pm  

 Please remember the needy, the hungry and 

the poor. 



 

2020 Mission & Service Committee Annual Report 

The M & SC has continued to serve through this unusual year because of your 

generosity.  With heartfelt gratitude, we are thankful for your support.  As we 

look forward to 2021, we invite you to support the M & SC.  Your kindness and 

generosity enables us to carry out our mission.  We would like to share with the 

congregation how you helped us to support numerous not-for-profit  

organizations during 2020.  It is with YOUR continued support that we are able 

to reach out to others and make a difference.  We thank you for your  

generosity. 

The need goes on...the work goes on...and the gifts go on...Thank you.   

 

2020 Donations Collected Donated 

Communion Donations $4,626 $6050 

SICM “Souper- Bowl” $130 $130 

City Mission of Schenectady Socks  

Schenectady City Mission Backpacks & school supplies  

Eight NRC Members Items for “Happy Packs”  

SiCM/City Mission/Street  

Soldiers 

Masks  

Niskayuna Reformed Church  $3500 

SICM Food Pantry  

(Green Boxes) 

$26 $26 

SICM Food Pantry approx. 300 lbs of food  

SICM Food Pantry 2020 calendars  

Lions Club Eyeglasses/hearing aids  

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen  $1,713.13 

Fundraising   

June Brooks BBQ $3,006.10  

August Brooks BBQ $3362  

Subtotals $11,150.10 $11,419.13 

TOTALS   

Expenses Collections/Fundraising  Donations 

$89.24  

(Brooks BBQ signs) 

$11,150.10 $11,419.13 



 

 



 

 

 
 

Please Join the Women of Niskayuna Reformed Church!! 
 

What:  Virtual Women’s Retreat 
Theme:  Living in God’s Garden 
Date:  Saturday, April 24, 2021 

Time:  10:00 am until about 11:30 am 
Location:  Zoom!!  (Log in details will be provided after registration) 

Cost:  Free of Charge, Registration Required 
RSVP:  Please no later than April 21  

by contacting Sharon Jackson at  sej832@aol.com   or  518-783-9137 
Topics:   

Capital Roots Community Gardens  
Container Gardening – Burger’s Marketgarden 

Flower Arranging and the Meaning of Flowers – Felthousen’s Florist & Green-
house 

Butterfly Gardening 
Virtual Garden Tour from around the World 

Plus:  Music and Fellowship 

Living in God’s Garden 

A Virtual Women’s Retreat 

Niskayuna Reformed Church 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 

10 – 11:30 am 

mailto:sej832@aol.com


 

 NRC History & Archives Committee: Congregation Transcribers Project 

 

H&A has been building a digital library of the NRC archives, including  

committee minutes, listings of births, marriages and deaths, letters, deeds,  

photos and receipts (apparently, 24 gallons of ice cream & candy for a church 

function cost $22.60 in 1901). We have been scanning them so we have digital 

images to permanently preserve them since some of our documents date back 

to the late 1700s! Volunteers have also started transcribing documents so they 

are easily readable and searchable. Transcribing is something we can use help 
with.  

The U.S. National Archives use “Citizen Archivists,” any willing members of the 

public, to transcribe documents; and we want to do the same, enlisting 

“Congregation Transcribers.” You don’t need to be an H&A member and don’t 

need to attend meetings. It is open to anyone interested and can be done at 

home spending as much or as little time as you have available. We are using 

simple software designed for this purpose and will help you get set up. As shown 

in the example below (Consistory minutes from June 16, 1823), a scanned  

document is shown in one window and a person types what they see in  

another window. Don’t worry about being perfect since we plan to follow the 

National Archives approach of having another person read the original along 

with the transcript to verify. If you would rather be a reviewer instead of a  

transcriber, we need volunteers for that role, too.   

 



 

 

 

 

Directions to access the Members’ Directory 

on the 

Niskayuna Reformed Church Website 
 

 

 

Step 1 – www.niskayunareformed.org 

 

Step 2 – Once in the website, scroll all the way to the bottom.  In the gray area, 

look at Quick Links (second column).  The last thing on the bottom of the list is 

Members area.  Click on that. 

 

Step 3 – It will ask you to login.  You should use your username or email and 

Password.  If you don’t have your password, hit “lost password” and it will in-

struct you to get a new one. 

 

Step 4 – Now that you are signed in, it will say Members.  In red, you will find 

Members directory; click on that. 

Step 4A.  If nothing opens, right click on the Member Area icon and choose the 

first option – Open Link in a New Tab 

 

Step 5 – Either a box will come up that says password, OR you might get a PDF 

icon that shows up at the bottom left of the screen which is labeled 73946564 

church…pdf.  Click on that, then it will ask for the password   

Enter Password – DO NOT USE YOUR PERSONAL PASSWORD – Everyone needs to 

type the following in either the box or the pdf:  password  

 

Once you type the word password, hit Submit and the directory will come up. 

 

The directory is for members only which is why it is secured. 
If any member has address, phone number or email changes to update the  

directory please contact the Church Office to make those changes. 

If you have any questions, please call the Church Office and someone will get 

back to you. 

 

 

http://www.niskayunareformed.org


 

 Thursday, April 1 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
4 pm-Violin (102) 
6:30 pm-Maundy Thursday (S) 
Friday, April 2 
Good Friday 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-AA  
Saturday, April 3 
8 am-Blood Drive (FH) 
Sunday, April 4 
Easter Sunday 
Mission- Safe Inc. of  
Schenectady 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:45 am-Coffee Hour  
9:45 am-Sunday School (PO) 
11 am-Sunday School (Zoom) 
Monday, April 5 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
4 pm-Violin (102) 
Tuesday, April 6 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, April 7 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
10 am-Mid-week Coffee Hour 
7 pm-Bells (S) 
Thursday, April 8 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
4 pm-Violin (102) 
Friday, April 9 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-AA  
Saturday, April 10 
No events 
Sunday, April 11 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:45 am-Coffee Hour  
9:45 am-Sunday School (PO) 
11 am-Sunday School (Zoom) 
Monday, April 12 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
4 pm-Violin (102) 
Tuesday, April 13 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

2 pm-WFG* 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, April 14 
9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 
10 am-Mid-week Coffee Hour 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-Bells (S) 
7 pm-Consistory  
Thursday, April 15 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
10 am-Soup Kitchen (SA) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
4 pm-Violin (102) 
Friday, April 16 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-AA  
Saturday, April 17 
10 am-WBG 
Sunday, April 18 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:45 am-Coffee Hour  
9:45 am-Sunday School (PO) 
11 am-Sunday School (Zoom) 
Monday, April 19 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
4 pm-Violin (102) 
Tuesday, April 20 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, April 21 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
10 am-Mid-week Coffee Hour 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
3 pm-Brooks BBQ 
7 pm-Bells (S) 
Thursday, April 22 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
4 pm-Violin (102) 

Friday, April 23 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
7 pm-AA  
Saturday, April 24 
10 am-Women’s Retreat 
Sunday, April 25 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:45 am-Coffee Hour  
9:45 am-Sunday School (PO) 
11 am-Sunday School (Zoom) 
Monday, April 26 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
4 pm-Violin (102) 
Tuesday, April 27 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
Wednesday, April 28 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
10 am-Mid-week Coffee Hour 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-Bells (S) 
Thursday, April 29 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
4 pm-Violin (102) 
Friday, April 30 
9:15-12:00 pm-NS (101) 
1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 
7 pm-AA  
 
Please Note: 
*WFG-Note day change 
 
When no room is included after an 
event, it will take place on Zoom 
Sunday Service is available online too.  
Contact the church office if you have 
not been receiving the online infor-
mation and wish to join us  
remotely.   
CCC- Congregational Care  
CM- City Mission  
H & A- History & Archives 
M & SC-Mission & Service  
SA-Salvation Army 
WFG-Women’s Fellowship Group 
WBG-Women’s Book Group 

April 2021 


