
 

Hebrews 10:35-36 

Do not, therefore, abandon that confidence of yours; it brings a great reward.  For you need 

endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.  

I don’t know about you, but I am absolutely NOT crazy about driving in the fog. It never seems 

quite bad enough that I have to pull over and stop completely, but it sure is hard to be confident 

you are going the correct way or you haven’t missed your exit or crossed over the lane 

designators by accident. Under these driving conditions, I am always grateful to be behind a big 

old truck with big old tail lights to follow. Even then, I frequently have at least a small knot in my 

stomach and go forward with trepidation. 

Driving through fog is a great analogy for being in a “liminal space”.  Liminality was a new 

concept for me but the definition is likely something we can all relate to, “being in-between; in 

transition or in an intermediate state”. It’s that “foggy place” where we have just ended an 

experience and are waiting for the emergence of a new and better one!  

There are some pretty powerful examples of being in a luminal space in the Old Testament. 

Think about the uncertainty the Israelites must have felt wandering in the desert. Or let’s 

consider Ruth - she was committed to following Naomi while leaving everything about her 

Moabite existence behind. We can’t forget Joseph either -  tossed into a pit by his brothers, not 

knowing what will happen next! To me the most dramatic and hopeful example of liminality was 

those three endless days between Christ’s crucifixion and his resurrection. In all of these 

examples people were (for a time) unsure what would happen next. But in each case God knew 

the exciting, fulfilling, life-giving next step.  

Right now, we at NRC may feel as if the “tail lights of that big old truck” are awfully hard to see. 

Interim or contract pastors seem to be non-existent or at least hidden deeply in the fog right 

now. Oh for a pillar or fire or a great cloud to follow! It is hard to remember that we don’t have 

to be at our destination tomorrow, and there ARE times I understand why Aaron allowed the 

golden calf to keep the Israelites happy! But I also understand that in our hearts, NRC is more 

than the generational church of our predecessors. We are a community grounded in Christ’s 

love, caring for those who need our light as we continue praising and worshiping with “psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs” (Col:3:16b). 

Let us hold on to the best parts of our heritage, while letting go of the anger, hurt or frustration 

that holds us down so that we may look forward to a renewed vision, vigor, and commitment to 

our Christianity. In God’s perfect timing. 

 

In Christ, 

Suzi 

 

                              
Niskayuna Reformed Church                                              August 2021      



 

Birthdays  

3 Bob Schlieman 

3  Melissa Henery 

4  Alexa LaBella 

4 Sharon Rice-Herbst 

4 Emily Wood 

6 Todd Stewart 

7  Mary Gillespie 

8  Brayden Bianchi 

9 Emelia Pederson 

11  Drew Henery 

12   Mandie Stafford 

16 Keira Henery 

18 Gabriel Hall 

22 Gary Male 

23 Robert Graves 

24  Judy Battiste 

27  David Wood 

30 Lucas Counsell 

30 Fay Levitto 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

David & Tiffanie Wood           3 

George & Jean Bursor            7 

Matt & Paige Faddegon     10 

Dug & Sharon Jackson         11 

Alan & Carol Holmes            14 

Stephen & Lauren Groudine   

                15 

Joe & Christina Pustay          16 

Norm & Nancy Tellier            24 

John & Trudy Lehner              25 

Michael & Lynda Dranichak 

                26 

Les & Sally Perlee              28 

  

Office News- 

Thank you to Barb Valenti & Linda Gardner for covering the phone for me while I was on  

vacation in July!  Thank you Suzi O’Brien & Rick Wallace for handling all the other issues that 

came up.  I had a wonderful, relaxing and MUCH NEEDED vacation.    Ellen 

 

Ellen will be on vacation August 30th-September 6th.  There will be someone in the office on 

August 26th to answer the phones.  If you have an emergency, please contact Suzi O’Brien 

at 518-370-5801 (h) or 518-369-5704 (cell) or email her at suzinuke@gmail.com.  If you have a  

non-emergency need, please contact Rick Wallace at 518-951-4596.   

 

Noteworthy 

God has given us special gifts to share with others.  We are looking for 

people who can play an instrument or sing for a Sunday or two during the 

summer months.   

If you have any questions, call the church office or email Andy 

at Burgera960@gmail.com or Rebecca at benja-

min.rebeccalee@gmail.com. 

August Ushers Schedule 

 

8/1- Pat Zink & Linda Gardner 

8/8- Glenn Kreig & Barbara Sim 

8/15- Jack Faddegon & Linda Matt 

8/22- Bob & Tracy Sacca 

8/29- Brian Macluskty & Scott Haefner 
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Mission and Service Committee 

Mission of the Month:  Our Mission this month 

will benefit Heifer International.  Their Mission is 

to work to end hunger and poverty in  

partnership with the communities they serve.  

Their programs support entrepreneurs around 

the world, creating lasting change from the 

ground up. It begins with a seed investment of 

livestock or agriculture, followed by  

mentorship to help project participants build a 

business, and ultimately to gain access to  

supply chains and markets. These families are 

able to earn a living income and continuously 

lift up their communities as they train the next  

generation of leaders. By supporting and  

training the world's farmers, ranchers, and  

female business owners, we're investing in a 

new breed of success. For more information, 

please visit https://www.heifer.org 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  Thank 

you! 

Looking ahead:  September— Reformed 

Church in America (RCA)  

Communion Collections 

June: NE Regional Food Bank-$195 

July: Capital Roots-$180 

Once again, we appreciate the  

generosity of our congregation.   

Special Note:  Our Communion Collections run 

for the entire month.  If you are unable to  

attend church on the 1st Sunday of the 

month, you may mail your donation to the 

church.  All checks should be made payable 

to NRC and specify on the memo line the 

name of the organization that you wish to  

support.   

Did you know that you can donate to the  

mission of the month collections through the 

church’s website?  There is now a  

dedicated mission donation selection for the 

PayPal contributions.   

SICM Emergency Food Pantry-The Food Pantry 

is now accepting volunteers - call the pantry 

at 518-346-4445 for more information or email 

volunteer@sicm.us 

Monetary donations are also welcome and 

can often purchase more food per dollar than 

we often realize.  There is a green collection 

box in the narthex.   

Every donation impacts lives. 

 

2021 Volunteer Opportunities 

Schenectady City Mission- Currently the  

volunteer opportunities for serving dinner are 

on hold due to Covid-19 restrictions.  But there 

are still ways you can get involved.  Please see 

the following to learn more 

https://citymission.com/get-involved/ 

For the months of  August we will be collecting 

new School Supplies to be donated to the City 

Mission around the third week of August.  

Please use the collection bins in the Education 

Building 

SiCM Summer Lunch Program-They are  

continuing with mobile distribution of lunches 

at a number of cites throughout Schenectady 

and are adding locations in Scotia and 

Niskayuna.  There is a strong need for  

volunteers to pack lunches at the new and 

improved Albany Street location.  Hours will be 

8-11am.  Please contact Michele Kopp if you 

are interested in volunteering. 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen– August 26th  Will 

be the next date.  It will again be a  

prepackaged bagged lunch.  Please reach 

out to Barb Valenti or Sue Lichtig if you would 

like to volunteer to help pack the lunches.   

UPCOMING M & SC Events– Brooks BBQ will be 

Wednesday, August 18th, 3-6 PM. We need 

volunteers to help us the day of the BBQ. There 

will be a need for inside help: assembling the 

chicken dinners, bagging dinners, and  

transporting dinners to the pickup tables.  

Outside help: ticket sales, traffic direction, and 

runners to take assembled dinners to the cars. 

We will also need someone to keep track of 

the number of dinners sold. We will still be  

using the prepackaged cookies that Brooks 

will supply. If you can volunteer, please  

contact Kim Cerone @ 518-339-7504 or 

purdyka@aol.com. If you are unable to  

volunteer, the best way you can help us is to 

swing in and purchase a great meal. 

Dinners (half chicken, baked potato, coleslaw, 

roll/butter, and cookie): $15.00 

Half Chicken only: $10.00 

Next Meeting:   

September 13, 2021 @ 6pm 

 All are welcome 

mailto:purdyka@aol.com


 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen 

One of the recent sermons delivered to 

NRC by Preaching Elder John Moak was 

about compassion and how small acts of 

kindness can profoundly affect 

someone’s life.  Our membership has 

demonstrated this compassion month  

after month over the past year or so.  

Whether it be though monetary donations 

or physical participation, many mouths 

have been fed and many hearts have 

been lifted and touched by your kindness 

and compassion.  

We extend a huge thank you to those 

who gave of their time by shopping,  

rolling napkins and utensils, making  

sandwiches, stuffing condiment bags and 

veggie bags, packing the bags with the 

remainder of the items – juice, fruit, chips 

and dessert, and delivery to the Salvation 

Army for distribution. Thank you to the  

following volunteers for all for your  

kindness and compassion. 

JUNE 

Sue Felpel, Elijah McCarty, Dorilee Male 

and Joan Peebles 
JULY 

Bill Dzamba, Kathy Dzamba, Sue Felpel, 

Linda Gardner, Leo Lichtig, Elijah McCarty 

 

Our next Soup Kitchen will be August 25th. 

If you would like to volunteer to help, give 

Sue Lichtig (518-785-4574) or Barbara 

Valenti (518-280-4578) a call. 
 

Senior Center Notice 

Work out classes continue on the same 

days and times!  

 

New Class offered  - Aqua Aerobics  

Town Pool - $5 per class  

(Aug. 17, 24 & 31) 

Tues, Aug 3 - 12p Watermelon Day; 12:30 

Medicare Education 1:1 

Thurs, Aug 5 - 11a Book Club!; 12:30p  

Birthday celebration (cupcakes!)  

Tues, Aug 10 - 11a Eddy Senior Care PACE 

- Blood Pressure 

Tues, Aug 17 - 12n Cupcake Day Trivia/  

Treat; 7p Art w/ Edie - Felting! 

Thurs, Aug 19 - 12:15p Alz Assoc - 10  

Warning Signs; 1p BINGO! 

Tues, Aug 24 - 12n Potato Chip Day Trivia 

Treat   

Thurs, Aug 26 - 12n Sponge Cake Day  

Trivia/Treat ; 1p Crafting with Edie 

Fri, Sat, Sun, Aug 20, 21, 22 - The Art Out - 

see Edie Cannizzo for details 

Tues, Aug 31 - 12n Princess Diana Trivia 

 

Sunday School Notice 

Sunday School Teachers Needed!  

The NRC Sunday School will be returning 

to in person lessons beginning in the Fall, 

and we need your help!  

We’re looking for a group of 10 teachers 

(2 per classroom) to cover everything 

from preschool to high school. We have 

the joy of using the Dwell Sunday School 

curriculum, which is easy to use and  

provides lots of visual aids, as well as ideas 

for lesson planning.  

Our Sunday School will have safety in 

mind, with a careful plan for Covid-19 

safety, as well as for the safety of our  

children. A background check is required 

for all teachers.  

We love to have parents join our teaching 

team, but we also encourage interested 

Aunts, Uncles, Grandparents, and Friends 

to join! Your unique talents will bring  

something special to the group, and we’d 

love to have you share your gifts with our 

wonderful kids!   If interested, please  

contact Sabrina at  

christianed@niskayunareformed.org for 

more details. We hope to have you join 

our incredible, talented team!  

mailto:christianed@niskayunareformed.org


 

 



 

 Rotary Golf Outing at Mill Road Acres, Latham, NY 

 

NRC was represented at the 11th Annual Camp Fowler Golf Classic held at the 

Edison Club on Riverview Road in Rexford on July 5.  

 

A foursome comprised of: Dugald Jackson, Gary Male, Roger Greenwood and 

John Moak attended this major fund raiser for the RCA Summer Camp and  

Retreat Center located between Sacandaga Lake and Lake Pleasant near 

Speculator, NY. The golf event is open to the public, but attended by  

representatives of the RCA, Albany and surrounding Classis. The event provides 

18 holes of golf on the spacious and well-groomed private club grounds, use of 

a cart, boxed lunch, assorted beverages during the event, a BBQ dinner to  

follow, and many drawings for prizes with a grand prize of sponsoring a few 

campers at the facility. The event is attended by about 100 entrants and raises 

near $15,000 annually. Gary Male drew the winning raffle ticket for a Camp 

Fowler T-shirt and water bottle. Among the potential prizes from the lottery 

drawing were golf shirts, assorted adult beverages, golf balls, and even a hand

-made, rustic Adirondack basket created by the Camp’s Director, Rev. Kent 

Bushman (storyteller, visionary, and canoe enthusiast. This year, the weather 

cooperated. The sun was out all day, and the ground conditions were ideal. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Sunday, August 1st  
Communion 
Mission-Heifer International 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:30-Coffee Hour (FH) 
10:45 am-Coffee Hour  
Monday, August 2nd 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Tuesday, August 3 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Wednesday, August 4 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
10 am-Mid-week Coffee Hour 
Thursday, August 5 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
10 am-H & A Sorting (L) 
Friday, August 6 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-AA 
Saturday, August 7 
No events 
Sunday, August 8 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:30-Coffee Hour (FH) 
10:45 am-Coffee Hour  
Monday, August 9 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Tuesday, August 10 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Wednesday, August 11 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
10 am-Mid-week Coffee Hour 
Thursday, August 12 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Friday, August 13 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-AA 
Saturday, August 14 
8 am-Blood Drive (FH) 
Sunday, August 15 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:30-Coffee Hour (FH) 
10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Monday, August 16 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Tuesday, August 17 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Wednesday, August 18 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
10 am-Mid-week Coffee Hour 
3 pm-Brooks BBQ 
Thursday, August 19 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Friday, August 20 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-AA 
Saturday, August 21 
No events 
Sunday, August 22 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:30-Coffee Hour (FH) 
10:45 am-Coffee Hour  
Monday, August 23 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Tuesday, August 24 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Wednesday, August 25 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
10 am-Mid-week Coffee Hour 
Thursday, August 26 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
10 am-Soup Kitchen 
6:30 pm– H & A (L) 
Friday, August 27 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
7 pm-AA 
Saturday, August 28 
No events 
Sunday, August 29 
9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 
10:30-Coffee Hour (FH) 
10:45 am-Coffee Hour  
Monday, August 30 
7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 
Tuesday, August 31 

7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

 
 
Please Note: 
When no room is included 
after an event, it will take 
place on Zoom 
Sunday Service is available 
online too.  Contact the 
church office if you have not 
been receiving the online in-
formation and wish to join us  
remotely.   
 
CCC- Congregational Care  
CM- City Mission  
H & A- History & Archives 
M & SC-Mission & Service  
SA-Salvation Army 
WFG-Women’s Fellowship 
Group 
WBG-Women’s Book Group 
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