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The Approach to God 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
The Prelude:    Aria                                                                  Bozza  
                                                                                  
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Amen  
 
The Call to Worship:  
 

Leader: What does the Lord require of us? 
People: To live justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God. 
Leader: Let us lift up our hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
A Hymn:     Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above                         15 
 
The Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession: Come, let us ask the mercy of God.  
 
Prayer of Confession: God of all blessings, make our worship a time of 
revelation. We confess that we have not always followed your example or 
been people who love one another. Forgive us and show us a glimpse of 
your realm. Teach us how we can become what you envision. Remind us 
that your love is at work in us, penetrating our hardness of heart. Thank 
you for blessing our lives and showing us the joy of doing more than is 
required. Make us a people of peace and love, who show your love and 
peace by our lives. We are ready to be a blessing in your world. Amen 
 (A moment of silence.) 
 

Words of Assurance  

 

Call to New Life 



 
Special Music:  Be Still and Know                                      Chapman          
 

The Word of God 
 

The Junior Sermon  

 

The Prayer for Illumination: Lead us, O Lord, in your truth; may we find you 
in your Word and strengthened by it, go on our way rejoicing for your 
name's sake. Amen 
  
Old Testament Lesson:               Proverbs 22:1-2,8-9, 22-23 
Epistle Lesson:                                            James 1:17-27 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Lesson:             Mark 7:24-37 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon:     Get The Message Straight 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Hymn:   God of Love, O King of Peace                                 483 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 The Meaning of the Sacrament 
 The Invitation 
 The Communion Prayer 
  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts! 
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  For it is holy and right to do so! 
 
  Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty …. adore your glorious name. 
 
  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts! Heaven and earth are full of 



  your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he that come in  
  the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 
  Most righteous God …. Together we proclaim the mystery of the  
  faith: 
 
  Christ has died! 
  Christ is risen! 
  Christ will come again! 
 
 The Words of Institution 
 Sharing of the bread and the cup 
   
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
The Benediction (Please stand if you are able.) 
 
The Postlude:  Brazileira                                                                Milhaud  
 
 
 

Announcements 
 

We thank you for your patience and concern for each other as shown by 
wearing a mask indoors while our counties’ COVID transmission level is 
designated as “HIGH” by the CDC. No other changes are deemed necessary at 
this time. We do ask that during coffee hours you put your mask back on when 
not eating or drinking. 
 
Our annual Flea Market will be on September 25th from 9am- 4pm. We still need 
folks to help with this event.  We need folks to sign up to make our famous 
vegetable soup, chili, chowder and pies. Please sign to help, or to make one of 
our delicious food items with Ellen, and she can send you the recipes for the 
soup, chili or chowder. 
 
The H & A committee will host two Revolutionary War cemetery tours on 



Saturday, October 2nd.  The first tour begins at 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.  There are 
no advance reservations required this year.  Please arrive 10-15 minutes prior 
to your tour time to check in, inside of Fellowship Hall.   A $5 donation will be 
collected at the door in support of the church's archives preservation projects. 
There will be complimentary cider, donuts, and cookies along with a video 
presentation for those who wish to stay indoors. 
 
The 2022 offering envelopes are due.  If you wish to receive offering envelopes 
or to stop receiving envelopes, please contact Ellen by September 30th.  If you 
DON'T have any changes and wish to continue receiving envelopes, there is no 
need to contact Ellen.  There are several envelopes that were never picked up 
from 2021.  If you still want them, please call the office at 518-785-5575. 
 
Our NRC family pulls it off AGAIN!!  Lori Meguin of the City Mission thanks each 
and every one of us for our school supply donations for 2021. She is amazed 
each year by the generosity of our church. Various organizations that the 
Mission supports include Big Brothers, Northern Rivers, Street Soldiers… to 
name a few.  Special thanks go to the O’Brien family as well-Mike amassed so 
many items, he had them shipped to them!!  Thank you NRC!! 
  

  

  

  

Scripture 
 
Proverbs 22:1-2,8-9, 22-23 
 
22 A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
    and favor is better than silver or gold. 
2 The rich and the poor have this in common: 
    the LORD is the maker of them all. 
 

8 Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 
    and the rod of anger will fail. 
9 Those who are generous are blessed, 
    for they share their bread with the poor. 
 
22 Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 
    or crush the afflicted at the gate; 
23 for the LORD pleads their cause 
    and despoils of life those who despoil them. 
 
 



James 1:17-27 
17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change.[a] 18 In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of 
truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

Hearing and Doing the Word 

19 You must understand this, my beloved:[b] let everyone be quick to listen, slow 
to speak, slow to anger; 20 for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness. 21 Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of 
wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the 
power to save your souls. 

22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. 23 For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like 
those who look at themselves[c] in a mirror; 24 for they look at themselves and, on 
going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25 But those who look into 
the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget 
but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to 
keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 

Mark 7:24-37 

 

24 From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre.[a] He entered a 
house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape 
notice, 25 but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately 
heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26 Now the woman 
was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out 
of her daughter. 27 He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, 
“Sir,[b] even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 Then he said 
to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30 So 
she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 



Jesus Cures a Deaf Man 

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a deaf 
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand 
on him. 33 He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers 
into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Then looking up to heaven, 
he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And immediately 
his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then 
Jesus[c] ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it. 37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying, 
“He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to 
speak.” 

 

 

 

 


