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The Approach to God 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
The Prelude:    Sonata in G                                                        Boni 
 
Introit 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen. 
 
The Call to Worship: from Isaiah 60  
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 
*A Hymn:     There’s A Song in the Air!                                             155  
 
*The Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 
"Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 
his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." Forgive us Lord, 
for no longer bothering to look up; for failing to seek for you; for assuming 
you are no longer here.  
 



Assurance of Pardon:  And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. Teach us to once again, 
like wise ones, seek you with all our head, heart, soul, and strength.  
 
Call to New Life   
-the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah 
 
 
Anthem:   Aria from St. Matthew Passion                                   Bach 
 

The Word of God 
 

The Junior Sermon  
 
The Prayer for Illumination 
  
Gospel Lesson:               Matthew 2:13-23 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon:    “Wise Fools” 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

*A Hymn:       As With Gladness Men of Old                                                   174 

 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 The Meaning of the Sacrament 
 The Invitation 
 The Communion Prayer 
  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts! 
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  For it is holy and right to do so! 
 
  Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty …. adore your glorious name. 
 



  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts! Heaven and earth are full of 
  your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he that come in  
  the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 
  Most righteous God …. Together we proclaim the mystery of the  
  faith: 
 
  Christ has died! 
  Christ is risen! 
  Christ will come again! 
 
 The Words of Institution 
 Sharing of the bread and the cup 
   
Communion        What Child is This/Coventry Carol  

English Melody/Traditional/Smith/Snyder 
 
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
*Hymn:  Go Tell it on the Mountain                                                   insert 
 
 
*The Benediction  
 
Benediction Response 
 
The Postlude: We Three Kings of Orient Are            Hopkins, Jr./Smith/Snyder 
 
 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 

 
 
 

Announcements 



 
 
Our guest musician today is Joey Van Ullen on the oboe.  Welcome back Joey! 
 
At the December 12, 2021, Congregational Meeting, David Perlee, and Adrean 
Kreig were elected to the office of Elder and Leo Lichtig was elected to the office 
of Deacon. Leo, Adrean & David will be installed to these offices at the January 
9th worship service.   
 
Chasing Vines, an in-depth women’s Bible study will begin on Tuesday, 
January 11. Come join us for this 6 week study by Beth Moore which explores 
the metaphor of the vine from John 15:5 and throughout old and new 
testaments.  An accompanying book and workbook are available for use with 
this study.  Due to the current high transmission rate of Covid, this class will be 
offered on six consecutive Tuesdays from 6:30-7:45pm on zoom only.  Please 
contact Sue Lichtig at susanlichtig@gmail.com for more information.   
 
The January Mission is for the Joan Nicole Prince House.  The Joan Nicole 
Prince Home (JNP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that provides bedside care to two 
terminally ill individuals at the end of life, free of charge. Our Home is run 
independently under Schenectady Community Home Inc., we are not a 
medical facility, but aim to provide an alternative treatment setting for 
individuals in their final days. Our Home provides bedside care in a homelike 
environment, with individual bedrooms, bathrooms, a laundry room, kitchen, 
living room, and spacious backyard. In addition to services provided by the 
local Hospice Organization, trained volunteers and staff provide 24/7 personal 
bedside care to residents. Volunteers also complete basic everyday tasks 
such as laundry, meal preparation, and cleaning, all while becoming “surrogate 
families” and providing emotional support to residents and their loved ones.  
 
 
Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the 
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 
 
 

 
Scripture 

 
 
Matthew 2:13-23 

mailto:susanlichtig@gmail.com


The Escape to Egypt 

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14 Then Joseph[a] got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went 
to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called 
my son.” 

The Massacre of the Infants 

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,[b] he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who 
were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the 
wise men.[c] 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

The Return from Egypt 

19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then 
Joseph[d] got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he 
went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 
“He will be called a Nazorean.” 
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