
What-a-year! I must confess there have been times I thought I might be pulled under and drown 

in the maelstrom… But then I remember that I serve the ONE, who has and still can, calm the 

seas, and this gives me a different perspective. 

We may not be functioning at the operational level before the worldwide pandemic. However we 

ARE fulfilling our mission of preaching the gospel, caring for each other and lifting up those in 

need. 

Our in-person attendance is growing and through the generous memorial gift in Bob Gardner’s 

name, of our live stream system (thank you again Linda), we continue to reach those who are not 

ready or able to join us for in person worship. We have been blessed with a solid group of caring 

guest pastors who have ministered to us all in word and deed. We will welcome back Reverend 

Rett Zabriskie in late January as our interim minister. Our choirs and Sunday school, though not 

at pre-Covid participation levels, are solid, and through music and teaching our worship is 

enhanced. 

I continue to be amazed and proud of each member of the NRC staff, all of whom have grown 

and used their creativity to solve obstacles so that we can come together for worship and 

fellowship. They work tirelessly with our many volunteers to ensure the operation and care of 

our campus is seamless.  

Successful events such as the Brooks Barbecues and the Flea Market highlighted our presence in 

the community thanks to the unfailing efforts of our volunteers. Faithful and consistent giving by 

the congregation, paired with lowered expenses, has put our church in a more stable financial 

condition than in many years. 

I know we may still encounter a rough wave or two as we go forward, but I also know the love of 

Christ and community and the faithfulness to God which lives in this congregation will sustain 

us.   

 I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  I am 

confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 

the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:3-6 

In Christ, 

Suzi 

 


