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The Approach to God 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
Prelude  Away/Cradle Song                                                     Scott 
 
  
Introit   
 
Votum   Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Amen 
 
Call to Worship: (adapted from Isaiah 43): 
But now thus says the Lord, 
   The God who created you, O Jacob, 
   The God who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine.  
When you pass through the waters,  

I will be with you; 
and through the rivers,  

they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire  

you shall not be burned. 
For I am the Lord your God, 
   the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 Do not fear, for I am with you.  
    I have called you by name, you are mine.  AMEN 
 
 
*Hymn         Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                           379 
 
 
*Salutation and People's Amen   
 



Prayer of Confession (adapted from a traditional Tanzanian text, translated by 
Howard Olson, Romans 8, and Isaiah 43): 
 
Listen! Listen, God is calling,  
through the the Word inviting,  
Offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 
Listen! Listen, God is calling, 
Calling our names, inviting us into deeper relationship. 
Let’s name the things that get between us and God, 
And ask for God’s help in letting them go. 
  

Time of silent prayer. 
 
Loving God, hear our prayers. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Holy Spirit, fill our hearts, and bring us peace. AMEN. 
 
 
Words of Assurance and Call to New Life:  
What could separate us from the love of Christ?  
What about pain, or grief, or depression, 
Or the fear that we’re not good enough? 
What about the creeping shame that threatens to overwhelm us?  
What about the poor choices we’ve made, or our constant distractions? 
Scripture reassures us that no matter what, we are God’s beloved children.  
Nothing will be able to separate us  
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
God knows our names; we belong to God. 
How then shall we live, as forgiven people of God? 
Jesus gave his mandate: share the good news 
that he came to save us and set us free! 
Let’s do this and live together in peace! AMEN! 
 
Anthem Praise Ye, the Lord of Hosts, from Christmas Oratorio     Saint-Saens
  
  
 

The Word of God 
 

Junior Sermon  
 
Prayer for Illumination 



  
 

Gospel Lesson   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
                        

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon   Beloved is Where We Begin 
 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 
 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Installation of Officers 
 Leo Lichtig                Deacon 
 Adrean Kreig                                   Elder 
 David Perlee                                                                    Elder 
 
 
Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 



 
Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
*Hymn  Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated                                       310 
 
*Benediction  
 
Benediction Response 
 
Postlude  Variations on Il Est Ne - Ashdown 
 
 
*Please stand if you are able. 

 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 

 
The rose on the pulpit announces the December 4, 2021, arrival of Bennett 
Charles Henery, son of Sarah and Adam Henery and grandson of Judy and 
Drew Henery. 

The consistory and the Covid safety committee have been discussing what 
coffee hour should look like in January. Taking into consideration the historically 
lower attendance in January (unpredictable weather), the rapid rise in covid 
infections and re-infections (omicron variant), and perhaps most importantly that 
Scott Haefner and Linda Gardner (who have done 99.9% of the coffee hours 
recently) could use a break for a few weeks.  There will be no coffee hour 
today.  That being said, we also understand how important it is for many of you 
that connecting in casual conversation goes a long way in relieving much of the 
stress we are all feeling. Therefore, if you, would like to sponsor a coffee hour 
(which includes set-up, providing treats and cleaning up afterward) please 
contact Suzi at suzinuke@gmail.com to take a January date.  The M & SC will 
be hosting the January 23rd coffee hour.  Tom Schofield, Manager of Food 
Justice Initiatives and Pantry Operations at SICM will be here to answer 
questions.   

mailto:suzinuke@gmail.com


We do have TWO coffee hour ZOOMS every week.  The zoom information is 
posted on the website under the coffee hour under NEWS.   

Many clients of the Schenectady Food Pantry are excellent cooks but lack the 
necessary spices to create traditional meals. With the cold weather upon us, hot 
comfort food is in high demand.   Therefore, NRC’s mission and service 
committee will be collecting spices this month to supplement the pantry’s 
supply.  Please put any donations in the blue buckets by door in Fellowship 
Hall.  Thank you for your continued support of the pantry. 
  
Chasing Vines, an in-depth women’s Bible study will begin on Tuesday, 
January 11. Come join us for this 6 week study by Beth Moore which explores 
the metaphor of the vine from John 15:5 and throughout old and new 
testaments.  An accompanying book and workbook are available for use with 
this study.  Due to the current high transmission rate of Covid, this class will be 
offered on six consecutive Tuesdays from 6:30-7:45pm on zoom only.  Please 
contact Sue Lichtig at susanlichtig@gmail.com for more information. 
 
The January Mission is for the Joan Nicole Prince House.  The Joan Nicole 
Prince Home (JNP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that provides bedside care to two 
terminally ill individuals at the end of life, free of charge. Our Home is run 
independently under Schenectady Community Home Inc., we are not a 
medical facility, but aim to provide an alternative treatment setting for 
individuals in their final days.  
 
Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the 
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 

 
 
 
 
 

Scripture  

 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,[a] 16 John answered 
all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with[b] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 

mailto:susanlichtig@gmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A15-17%2C+21-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25033a
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he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved;[a] with you I am well pleased.” 
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