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Preparation for Worship:  The presupposition of modern Catholic liberalism is 
that the Church’s teaching throughout history is inevitably composed of 
heterogeneous perspectives, both moral and doctrinal. On this reading, Vatican 
II is in some way a repudiation of the teachings of Trent or Vatican I. Doctrinal 
unity does not come about through an intellectual vision of the whole, of the 
organic continuity of perspective across the ages. Rather, the unity of Church 
teaching ultimately comes about by way of judicial fiat.  . . . Saying that, I am 
clearly suggesting that the essence of Catholic liberalism is nihilism, and that 
seems too extreme a claim. But it is in fact an accurate one. There is either 
meaning in the world or there is not. And Catholic liberalism, because of its 
hermeneutical stance toward the tradition of the Catholic Church, is simply 
unable in the end to sustain a coherent claim that there is meaning in the world. 
. . .  Unlike liberal Catholicism, traditional forms of Protestantism have the 
advantage of being internally coherent and therefore more intrinsically credible. 
They are also deeply unstable as forms of belief and practice, but that is a 
different problem to have, and it is not something inherently incompatible with 
the affirmation of meaning. The choice between Catholicism and Protestantism 
is an intelligibly meaningful one. The choice between orthodox and heterodox 
Catholicism is not.   Fr.Thomas Joseph White 
 
 

 
The Approach to God 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
The Prelude:    Now To Us Descending                                                          Scott 
 
Introit 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
 



The Call to Worship: (from Psalm 138) 
Leader: On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of 
soul.  
People: All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD,  for they have heard 
the words of your mouth. 
Leader: They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of 
the LORD. 
People: For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he 
perceives from far away. 
Leader: Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the 
wrath of my enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers 
me. 
People:  The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, 
endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 
 
*A Hymn:    We Would See Jesus; Lo! His Star is Shining                       183 
 
*The Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession: Father in Heaven, we confess our biggest fear is not 
death, but losing control.  We can suffer most anything if we feel we are 
“doing something” that will make it better. So we bear pain believing that 
we are serving you and loving our neighbor when we often are simply 
pleasing ourselves.  Give us insight into our actual relation to you Lord 
God.  Have mercy upon us and forgive our sin. In Jesus Name, AMEN 
 
Words of Assurance 
 
Anthem:  How Great Thou Art                                                Arr. Courtney 
 

The Word of God 
 

The Prayer for Illumination      
 
Old Testament Lesson                                                                       Isaiah 6:1-13 
 
Epistle Lesson:                                                           1 Corinthians 15:1-11
                  



This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

The Junior Sermon  
 
Gospel Lesson:                                                                          Luke 5:1-11 
    

           This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon:     “Scary Choices” 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

*Hymn            Blessing and Honor and Glory and Power                                 137 
 
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* Hymn Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                                                   148 
 
*The Benediction  

Benediction Response 

  
The Postlude:  In The Town                          15th Century French Melody 
 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
  
Last Sunday we welcomed back Reverend Rett Zabriskie, who will now be 
acting as our interim minister. Rev. Zabriskie will be in the office on Wednesday 
and Thursday mornings. You can reach him by calling his cell at 
201.819.7629. To help Rev. Zabriskie learn our names, we ask that you wear 
your name tags on Sundays. If you need a name tag, please contact Ellen.  
Consistory will sponsoring a "Welcome back Rev. Zabriskie" coffee hour today.  
We hope you can join us in welcoming Rett! 
 
SiCM’s Annual “SouperBowl “ Fundraiser is in full swing for 2022.  Our past  
participation has been stellar-many more meals have been available to local  
families due to our generosity.  Let’s continue this winning streak and win the  
game against hunger.  Contributions can be made via NRC PayPal or checks  
made out to SiCM can be mailed to Michele Kopp 2149 Orchard Park Dr,  
Niskayuna, NY 12309 by Sunday February 13. 
 
The February Mission will benefit the Schenectady City Mission.  The City 
Mission exists to meet the needs of the hungry and homeless in our 
community.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 
 
Many of our guests of the Schenectady Food Pantry have requested personal 
care items such as toothpaste and deodorant for all genders. These items can  
be expensive and are often the most requested by our food pantry guests when 
they visit. We try to care for each family the best we can when it comes to these 
requested items. If you can help, Please put any donations in the blue buckets  
by door in FH.  Thank you for your continued support of the pantry. 

The YWCA of NorthEastern New York's (Schenectady) domestic violence 
program offers safe shelter and other related services to victims of domestic 
violence.  NRC's Women's Fellowship Group is once again sewing 
pillowcases and providing pillows to the shelter for these women. If you would 
like to help, we would welcome your contribution of standard-sized pillowcases 
(self-made or purchased in a finished size of 20x26") and/or new standard-sized 
pillows.  You will find a drop-off bin in the foyer on the lower level of the 
Education Building.  End date for collection will be Sunday, February 27, after 
which the items will be delivered to the YWCA on Washington Ave. in 
Schenectady.  For more information about the program, please visit the WYCA 
website at:  https://www.ywca-neny.org/dv/ 

 
Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the  
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 



  
 

 
Scripture  

 
 

Isaiah 6:1-13 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance 
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and 
said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots[a] on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 
house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen 
the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph[b] touched my mouth with it and 
said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin 
is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 9 And he said, “Go 
and say to this people: 

‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 
keep looking, but do not understand.’ 
10 Make the mind of this people dull, 
    and stop their ears, 
    and shut their eyes, 
so that they may not look with their eyes, 
    and listen with their ears, 
and comprehend with their minds, 
    and turn and be healed.” 
11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: 
“Until cities lie waste 
    without inhabitant, 
and houses without people, 
    and the land is utterly desolate; 
12 until the LORD sends everyone far away, 
    and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-17774a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-17777b


13 Even if a tenth part remain in it, 
    it will be burned again, 
like a terebinth or an oak 
    whose stump remains standing 
    when it is felled.”[c] 
The holy seed is its stump. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11  

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters,[a] of the good news[b] that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2 through 
which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I 
proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was 
buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters[c] at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died.[d] 7 Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also 
to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because 
I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than 
any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
believe. 

                 
Luke 5:1-11 
 
Once while Jesus[a] was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd 
was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the 
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their 
nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him 
to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds 
from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into 
the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, 
we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will 
let down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that 
their nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-17783c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-11%09&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28704a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-11%09&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28704b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-11%09&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28709c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-11%09&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28709d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25101a


began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who 
were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and so 
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 
people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and 
followed him. 
 
    

            
 
 


