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Musings in the Interim 

Hello! (Almost!) 

 
The New Year always brings some new experiences and for Niskayuna Reformed 

Church one of them will be the arrival of a new minister.  Now, granted, this will not be 

a “real” new minister!  “Real” ministers are part of the community.  They normally live in 

the NRC parsonage and they have other relationships in the community besides being 

the minister of the church.  This new minister will only be in the parsonage two nights a 

week and probably will not develop many community relationships.  But still, this will be 

a “genuine” new minister!  There are fewer of this kind than there are of “real” ministers 

and not every congregation gets to have one.  In some areas of the Church they are 

called “Interim Ministers” and in some areas “Transitional Ministers”.  That is what NRC is 

getting, beginning January 30, when I am looking forward to joining you for a season 

as Interim Minister. 

 

Why are we having an interim?  Well, that is a good question!  In some congregations, 

the answer is to help solve a life threatening problem.  In one of my past assignments, 

the minister committed suicide and everything fell apart.  In another, a congregation 

accustomed to having both a minister and an associate minister for the past 50 years 

suddenly found itself with none at all.  In short, interim ministers often are working with 

congregations that find themselves with problems that appear insurmountable.  

 

NRC is a lively congregation now as it has been for many years.  Yet we have been 

without a minister for a year.  The task of getting a minister is not an insurmountable 

one, but it is different than it once was and congregations can now easily get stuck 

along the way. Covid and a reduced number of ministers have complicated the pro-

cess.  A major difference is that the RCA denominational resources we once had to 

help in pastoral search have mostly disappeared.  And the largest difference is the 

change taking place in our world that make it uncertain just what we are to be about 

as Church in a world that no longer takes Church for granted as an obvious good in 

the community. 

 

We all know our world is changing.  Maybe the pace is not really faster but it sure 

seems so.  Things that were certainties and dependables a mere 20 years ago are ei-

ther changed beyond recognition or no longer exist.  The two essential questions of life 

- “What is real?” and “How do I fit in?” have few, if any, broadly shared answers in our 

current world.  Likewise, how to be Church is now a valid question that needs answers 

appropriate to the circumstances of people and place.  The Church has been the lo-

cus of Hope for humanity since the Resurrection.  How we express that Hope and 

share it has been different for every age.  As Covid has made clear, the ways 

we live can - and do! -  change abruptly.   
 

         continued on next page... 



 

                                         continued from page 1 

So I am looking forward to spending some months with you - wondering togeth-

er about who we are as God’s children and what it is God would have NRC be 

about in the next few years. Consistory has asked for two focused tasks - to staff 

a pastoral search committee and to initiate a variety conversations that can 

lead to an NRC consensus on the work of a minister and the primary aspects of 

congregational life.  As we get some consensus about our ministry, we will be 

able to recognize and issue a Call to a “real” minister.  The Good News, now as 

always, is that God never abandons so Hope and Anticipation - along with sur-

prises! - are guaranteed!  I am praying for you now and looking forward to our 

conversations. 

          Rett Zabriskie 

 

COVID Update 
In accordance with Governor Hochul’s mask mandate, we will continue to mask for 

worship.  We ask for your continued care for each other by masking during church ser-

vices and when not eating at Coffee Hours.  We pray that with Boosters available, and 

vaccinations for children coming soon that the transmission numbers will begin to  

decrease. 
 

Coffee Hour 

The consistory and the Covid safety committee have been discussing what coffee 

hour should look like in January. Taking into consideration the historically lower  

attendance in January (unpredictable weather), the rapid rise in covid infections and 

re-infections (omicron variant), and perhaps most importantly that Scott Haefner and 

Linda Gardner (who have done 99.9% of the coffee hours recently) could use a break 

for a few weeks, we plan on taking a pause from coffee hour for January. 

That being said, we also understand how important it is for many of you that connect-

ing in casual conversation goes a long way in relieving much of the stress we are all 

feeling. Therefore, if you, as an individual, a family or a committee would like to spon-

sor a coffee hour (which includes set-up, providing treats and cleaning up afterward).  

We did get one group to cover the JANUARY 23rd coffee hour.  The M & SC will be 

hosting coffee hour that week so we can have Q&A time with Tom Schofield, Manag-

er of Food Justice Initiatives and Pantry Operations at SICM.  If you are interested in 
hosting another coffee hour, contact Suzi.  

In the meantime… your conversations, greetings, stories, and jokes can continue on 

the Sunday and Wednesday ZOOM coffee hours. See the scheduled times and links 

below: 

We have TWO coffee hour ZOOMS every week:  

• Wednesday morning at 10am 

• Sunday morning at 10:45am 

The same link is for both: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83670146771?

pwd=cENjQ2d1QldFdFQ0RHdFem82NCtqQT09.  If you use the link above, you  

shouldn’t need a passcode, but if you get asked, the passcode is 413853 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83670146771?pwd=cENjQ2d1QldFdFQ0RHdFem82NCtqQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83670146771?pwd=cENjQ2d1QldFdFQ0RHdFem82NCtqQT09


 

Birthdays  
3  Roy Burger 

5 Arthur Vonk 

6  Kim Cerone 

7  John Burger 

7  Adrean Kreig 

8  Bill Dzamba 

10  Elizabeth Maclutsky 

11  Kim Booth 

13  Nick Siver 

14  Phoebe Stafford 

18  Joanna Burger 

19  Mason Roth 

20  Bill Vincent 

22  Curt Johnson 

22 Anna Pustay 

23  Cindy Kuchera 

23 Brian Mazza 

24  Savannah Gartner 

26  Nancy Guild 

26 Judy Valente 

26  Shirley Vane 

28  Jane Green 

29  William Booth 

29  Linda Freligh 

30  Jan Clark 

31  Andy Burger 
 

Anniversaries 

Brian & Jacki Maclutsky 1 

Joe & Judy Battiste  4 

Nick & Katie Persons  12 

Ron & Barb Valenti  22 

George & Joan Buhrmaster   

    24 

Harry & Cindy Kuchera 24 

Bruce & Sharon Rice-Herbst 

    26 

January Ushers Schedule 
January 2 John & Lynn DelSignore 

January 9 Richard Mizenko & Judy Henery  

January 16 Pat Zink & Linda Gardner 

January 23 Glenn Kreig & Barbara Sim 

January 30 Jack Faddegon & Linda Matt 

Guest Preacher Schedule 
January 2 Kent Busman 

January 9 Abby Norton-Levering  

January 16 Norm Tellier 

January 23 Bill Levering 

January 30 Rett Zabriskie 

Office News 

As of January 1st,  Ellen will have the new title of Office Manager.  She has been 

managing many duties for the church that go beyond the scope of the duties of a 

Church Administrator.  We congratulate Ellen on her new promotion!!   

 

The office will be closed on Monday, January 17th in observance of Martin  

Luther King Jr.’s birthday.   

  
Thank you 

Thank you to Linda Gardner for covering the phones for me while I was on vacation.  

Thank you to Rick and Suzi O’Brien for taking care of any other issues that came up.  

Thank you to Alan Holmes for making the 2021 deposit.  It was nice to know  

everything was being taken care of in my absence.  I had a wonderful, relaxing  

vacation!!              

          ~Ellen 



 

Congregational Care Committee (CCC)  

The CCC maintains a list of our members who are elderly, homebound, or in 

area facilities. We maintain contact through some visits, phone conversations 

and the mailing of cards.  

During the Christmas holiday, our Sunday School classes created wonderful 

handmade cards for mailing to everyone on the Visitation List. The Women’s 

Fellowship Group (WFG) crafted small angels and donated small personal 

items which were assembled into gift bags. Hand-made cards with messages 

from CCC members were also included and delivered to members on the  

Visitation List. 

The cards, bags and visits are always very much appreciated by the  

recipients. We are especially grateful to Rev. Victoria Brooks who has provided 

pastoral care for not only those on our Visitation List, but she has also made 

herself available to members of the congregation who would like some  

guidance during these difficult times.  

If you know of someone who could use a card, a visit, a ride, a meal, a prayer, 

or would like to receive home communion, please call the church office and 

Ellen will help with your request. Or, if you would like to volunteer to help  

provide any of these services, please contact Ellen. 

Prayer Chain 

Did you know we have a prayer chain?  There is a church prayer chain that 

prays for a particular prayer request.  If you wish to be added to the list of  

people that pray OR if you have a prayer request, please contact Ellen at  

office@niskayunareformed.org.  Ellen manages and sends out the prayer  

requests.  You can always send a request in anonymously!!  This is a wonderful 

way to stay spiritually and emotionally connected.   

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Chasing Vines, an in-depth women’s Bible study will begin on January 11. 

Come join us for this 6 week study by Beth Moore which explores the meta-

phor of the vine from John 15:5 and throughout old and new  

testaments.  An accompanying book and workbook are available for use with 

this study.  Due to the current high transmission rate of Covid, this class will be  

offered on six consecutive Tuesdays from 6:30-7:45pm on zoom only.  Please 

contact Sue Lichtig at susanlichtig@gmail.com for more information.  

 
Women’s Book Group (WBG) 

The WBG is meeting on Saturday, January 15.  The location is TBD.  All are  

welcome! 

Women’s Fellowship Group (WFG) 

The WFG is meeting in the Lounge on Wednesday, January 12 at 2:00 

pm.  Please join us!! 

mailto:susanlichtig@gmail.com


 

Mission and Service Committee 

January Mission of the Month:   

Our Mission of the Month Collection will  

benefit the Joan Nicole Prince Home in 

Scotia.  Their mission is dedicated to 

providing a safe, comfortable, caring resi-

dence for terminally ill patients in need of 

a home during their final days.  Since 

2006, they  have provided 24/7 comfort 

care to more than 225 area residents at 

the end-of-like and emotional support to 

their families. Volunteers also complete 

basic everyday tasks such as laundry, 

meal preparation, and cleaning, all while 

becoming “surrogate families” and 

providing emotional support to residents 

and their loved ones. Your generosity is 

greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 

Looking ahead:  February—Schenectady 

City Mission  

Communion Collections 

Saratoga War Horse  - collected $505 

Pets for Patriots—collected $624 

Once again, we appreciate the  

generosity of our congregation.   

If you have an organization that’s near 

and dear to your heart and could benefit 

from a Mission of the Month Collection, 

please let us know as we are putting the 

list together for 2022.  Please email Lizbeth 

Amorelli at htebzil@gmail.com with sug-

gestions.  

Special Note:  Our Communion  

Collections run for the entire month.  If you 

are unable to attend church on the 1st 

Sunday of the month, you may mail your 

donation to the church.  All checks should 

be made payable to NRC and specify on 

the memo line the name of the organiza-

tion that you wish to support.   

Did you know that you can make  

Mission of the Month Collections through 

the Church’s Web Site?  There is now a 

dedicated Mission donation selection for 

the Pay Pal contributions.   

SICM Emergency Food Pantry 

For the month of January  let’s “SPICE” It 

Up—we will be  collecting Spices and 

Cleaning Products .  The Food Pantry 

needs non-traditional spices to support a 

wide variety of ethnicities.    

The Food Pantry is now accepting volun-

teers - call the pantry at 518-346-4445 for 

more information or email volun-

teer@sicm.us 

Monetary donations are also welcome 

and can often purchase more food per 

dollar than we often realize.  There is a 

green collection box in the  

narthex.  Every donation impacts lives. 

2022 Volunteer Opportunities 

Schenectady City Mission-  

Volunteer opportunities are beginning to 

resume pursuant to  Covid-19 safety 

guidelines.  Please see the following to 

learn more 

https://citymission.com/get-involved/ 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen– 2022 dates 

are pending and will be published as soon 

as possible.  

A special Thank You to all who  took a 

Wish Tag from the Angel Tree and helped 

fulfill the requests from Things of My Very 

Own.  Two car loads of gifts were  

delivered this holiday season.   

UPCOMING M & SC Events 

Brooks BBQ 2022—4/20/22 & 8/17/22 

Next Meeting:  January 10th @ 6pm—

location TBD. 

 

See an excerpt on the next page from the 

book, Living with Dying, from the Joan  

Nicole Prince Home regarding our very 

own fur baby church member, Taffy.   

Taffy’s owner is John Moak.  Taffy and 

John spend many hours giving back to 

the community and are a wonderful  

comfort to many! 

 



 

 



 

Tidbits from the NRC Archives 
 

Unifying Around English 
 
Niskayuna Reformed Church, is part of the Reformed Church in America, which began in 1628 
in a small colonial town called New Amsterdam (aka, New York City; and that congregation still 
exists as the Collegiate Reformed Church). At that time the denomination was known as the 
Dutch Reformed Church and was answerable to the Classis of Amsterdam, Holland. It was not 
until 1764 that any churches in the denomination began to hold services in English. After the 
American revolution, the Dutch Reformed Churches here severed ties with Holland. 
 
NRC was formed around 1750 and did not have a full-time minister until 1790. We do not know 
what language(s) were used for preaching prior to 1790, but it was likely Dutch at times and 
English at other times since some of the transient ministers were from Dutch Reformed con-
gregations and some were not. The call to Rev. Demarest to become our first minister was 
jointly issued by Niskayuna and Boght and required him to preach in the Dutch language 
unless requested by either of the consistories to do it in English. 
 
In 1805 the congregation voted to have half of the preaching done in Dutch and the other half 
in English for 10 years. About 10 years later, in 1816 under Rev. Thomas Romeyn, a vote was 
taken on whether or not to continue preaching in Dutch. Members signed their names in one 
column if they preferred English or in another column if they preferred Dutch. Only seven peo-
ple signed for the Dutch language. However, the March 1, 1816 Consistory minutes state that 
“Whereas it appears from the vote of the congregation taken in writing, that they are unani-
mous for English preaching. Therefore Resolved, that from and after the Third day of the pre-
sent March the preaching shall be in the English Language.” 
 
What happened between the vote and the Consistory meeting? We still have that voting list 
and the image below shows part of the page with the seven votes. Those seven people 
crossed out their names making the vote unanimous. An impressive show of unity within the 
church! “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” (Psalms 
133:1) 
 
 
 



 

Niskayuna Senior Center 

*Denotes registration or possible additional fee. 

Pre-order Gershon’s lunch or bring your own. 

Coffee service available. 

 
Tuesdays:    

9am-12 pm  Tom’s Computer Class (1st & 3rd 

Tues of ea. mo.)  

10a Tai Chi  

10a - 2p Open for Indoor/Outdoor Socialization/Coffee service 

10:00 am– Cards, Mahjong, Bridge, Bocci avail 

12:00pm– Gershon’s, BYOL and coffee service 

1:00m MVP Chair Moves (Jan. 25) 
Thursdays:   

10a Tai Chi  

10a - 2p Open for Indoor/Outdoor Socialization/Coffee service 

10:00 am– Cards, Mahjong, Bridge, Bocci avail 

12:00pm– Gershon’s, BYOL and coffee service 

1:00pm-The Eddy Health Alert Chair Yoga In House & ZOOM  (Jan. 6, 13) 
Friday: 

11a CDPHP Chair Pilates ZOOM only  (Jan 7, 14, 21, 28) 

 
Monthly Activities:   

Welcome Back and Happy New Year!  

January 4 - 12:30p Peppermint Pig Day 

January 6 – 11a Book Club (Yellow wife - Sadeqa Johnson); January Birthday  

Celebration 

January 11 - 11a St. Peter’s Blood Pressure Clinic 

January 13 - 12:30p Tea Day - trivia and treat  

January 18 — A Jazzy Day 

January 20 - BINGO!  

January 25 - 12:30p Snickerdoodle Day  

January 27 - Arts & Crafts w Edie 

Exercise Update:   

11a Mon CDPHP Zumba Gold available in House & ZOOM (Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24) 

11a Wed  SilverSneakers Zumba Gold ZOOM only  (Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26) 

Classes remain avail. on ZOOM with a couple in-house. You can email Edie for 

registration, dates and times @ ecannizzo@niskayuna.org . Pilates, yoga, walks & 

art are avail. on You Tube at ‘Niskayuna Seniors.’ 

11 am—12  CDPHP Chair Pilates (6,13,20,27) 

Stop by and socialize!  

Bring friends, activities, interests or 

just pop over for coffee and 

conversation. We’ll provide the 

space and hospitality. 



 

Saturday, January 1 

No events 

Sunday, January 2 

Communion 

Mission-Joan Nicole Prince 

Home 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

9:45 am-Sunday School (PO) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Monday, January 3 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Tuesday, January 4 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Flute (102) 

7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 

Wednesday, January 5 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

Thursday, January 6 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Friday, January 7 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Flute (102) 

7 pm-AA 

Saturday, January 8 

No events 

Sunday, January 9 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

9:45 am-Sunday School (PO) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Monday, January 10 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Tuesday, January 11 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Flute (102) 

6:30-Women’s Bible Study 

7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 

Wednesday, January 12 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

2 pm-WFG (L) 

6:30 pm-Cub Scouts (FH) 

7 pm-Consistory (L) 

Thursday, January 13 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Friday, January 14 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

7 pm-AA 

Saturday, January 15 

10 am-WBG (TBD) 

Sunday, January 16 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Monday, January 17 

7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Tuesday, January 18 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Flute (102) 

6:30-Women’s Bible Study 

7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 

Wednesday, January 19 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

Thursday, January 20 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Friday, January 21 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

7 pm-AA 

Saturday, January 22 

No events 

Sunday, January 23 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

9:45 am-Sunday School (PO) 

10:30-Coffee Hour (FH) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Monday, January 24 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Tuesday, January 25 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Flute (102) 

6:30-Women’s Bible Study 

6:30-H & A (TBD) 

7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 

Wednesday, January 26 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

Thursday, January 27 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Friday, January 28 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

7 pm-AA 

Saturday, January 29 

No events 

Sunday, January 30 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

9:45 am-Sunday School (PO) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

 

Please Note: 

When no room is included 

after an event, it will take 

place on Zoom 

Contact the church office if 

you have not been receiving 

the online information and 

wish to join us remotely.   

 

CCC- Congregational 

Care  

CM- City Mission  

H & A- History & Archives 

M & SC-Mission & Service  

SA-Salvation Army 

WFG-Women’s Fellowship 

Group 

WBG-Women’s Book 

Group 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2022 


