
Welcome to Niskayuna Reformed Church 
March 20, 2022 

3rd Sunday of Lent 
 
 
Preparation for Worship 
He took our flesh and made it Holy. We speak of the law of the flesh as at 
enmity with the law of the spirit. But we will not release folk from the thrall of the 
flesh, if we offer only a spiritual redemption. Heart, Mind, and Will, prisoners of 
our circumstance, are of the body. If we are to be delivered from dead works, we 
must have the promise of sanctification in the outer person as well as the inward 
parts. It is this promise that is sealed in the resurrection of the Body of our Lord 
to the Heavenly Place. George MacLeod 
 
  

The Approach to God 
 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
The Prelude:    Repose and Supplication                               Mendelssohn-Marks 

 
Introit 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
The Call to Worship: (Psalm 95) 
Leader: O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock 
of our salvation! 
People: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful 
noise to him with songs of praise! 
Leader:  Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in 
the wilderness, 
People:  when your ancestors tested me, and put me to the proof, though they 
had seen my work. 
Leader:  O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, 
our Maker! 
People:  For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep 
of his hand. 



O that today you would listen to his voice! 
 

*A Hymn:    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                                    194                                                    

  
*The Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession: Father in Heaven, we confess to you our nastiness to 
our neighbors. We love humanity and fight with the people nearest to us. 
We hold high ideals and live lives of competition, trouncing those who 
slip. Have mercy upon us. Teach us to live with those we don't like. 
Forgive our sin.  Have mercy upon us and forgive our sin.  In Jesus Name. 
AMEN 
 
 
Kyrie Eleison:  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
  
Words of Assurance 
 

*Gloria Patri:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

  
Anthem:  All Glory, Laud, and Honor        
                                                               Melchior Teschner (St. Theodulph, 1615) 
                 arr. Larry Sue (ASCAP) 
  
 

The Word of God 
 

The Prayer for Illumination      
 
Old Testament Lesson:                                                                          Psalm 130 
 
Epistle Lesson:                                                                   1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
      

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  



 
The Junior Sermon  
 
Gospel Lesson:                                                                                Luke 13: 1-9 
                        

           This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
*A Hymn           There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                                        110 
               First tune 
 
 
 
Sermon:  “Songs in a Strange Land: Forgiveness” 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 
 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Offering                   
 
Offertory        Flow Gently Sweet Afton                          Jonathan Spilman (1837) 
                                                                                          arr. Larry Sue (ASCAP) 
  
 
 

*Doxology 544 and Prayer of Consecration   
  
 
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* Hymn    At the Name of Jesus                                                                  143 
 
*The Benediction  



 

Benediction Response 

  
The Postlude: Great is the Lord                                                                 Nolte  
 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
  
Lent is a season of penitence. The word is not used much now and has come to 
mean simply a feeling - being sorry, regretting, etc. Penitence, however, is not a 
feeling, it is an act. “The undergoing of some discipline, voluntary or imposed 
by spiritual authority, in an outward expression of repentance.” says the Oxford 
English Dictionary. Psalms is the book in which penitence lives. During Lent, the 
Lectionary readings will be read but they will be tangential in the sermon. 
“Songs in a Strange Land”, penitence in our strange world as focused by 
Psalms will be our Lenten journey. The five will be: Psalm 22; Psalm 23; Psalm 
130; Psalm 107; and Psalm 24.  
 
Reverend Rett Zabriskie will be in the office on Thursday mornings from 9-
10:30. Otherwise, any time the American flag is flying outside the parsonage, 
you are welcome to stop over and come right in!  You can reach him by calling 
his cell at 201.819.7629. Please call him to directly to set up visits.  To help Rev. 
Zabriskie learn our names, we ask that you wear your name tags on Sundays. If 
you need a name tag, please contact Ellen. 
 

For three Sundays in Lent, we are going to have an extended conversation 
between me and you on the general topic of the future of the Christian Church in 
general and NRC in particular. These sessions are going to be “Coffee Hour 
Conversations”, in the hope that all manner and sorts of people can participate - 
including families and kids. For the three sessions, Coffee Hour will begin as 
usual - however after 15 minutes of the normal chat at tables, I am going to ask 
that we have a group conversation.  We already had the first session on March 
6, 2022:  Session I "I just feel at home here" Gathering Language for Talking 
About a Congregation 



TODAY--March 20, 2022:  Session II “Back to the Family Farm” 

April 3, 2022:  Session III "Whad'Ya Know?"                   

 
With Spring around the corner(hopefully), SiCM’s collection for March will be 
dedicated to “Spring Cleaning”.  All cleaning supplies welcome, from sponges 
and dish detergent to mops and dryer sheets.  Supplemental food cards do not 
cover these items, making it difficult for families already struggling.  Thank you 
for continuing kindness and generosity to our Schenectady neighbors. 
 
Our March Mission will benefit the works of the NRC’s History & Archives 
Committee.  The Mission of the committee is to promote awareness of the rich 
history of Niskayuna Reformed Church as a place of worship and fellowship and  
preserve historical records and artifacts for the congregation, community and  
future generations. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 
 
The M&SC will have a Special Mission Collection to support the ongoing 
needs of Ukraine.  The collection will run through the end of April.  We will use 
the collection box in the Narthex, and it will have the colors of Ukraine on it.  The 
monies collected will benefit the needs of our local Ukrainian churches through 
the 518Ukranians.com website.  If you would like to donate in other ways, their 
info sheet is in the back of the church.  NRC has opted to collect money rather  
than items at this time with the hope of being able to help defray their costs of  
shipping goods they collect. 
 

We will not be ordering memorial azaleas and lilies for Easter this year.  We will 
still be doing an Easter Memorial bulletin.  We will be working off last year's 
bulletin.  If you have NO changes to your memorial from last year and you want 
it to remain the same, there is no need to contact the office.   If there are any 
changes or you would like to add a memorial, please contact Ellen at 
office@niskayunareformed.org or 518-785-5575 by April 1st.  

 

We would like to announce to the membership that we are planning on having 
our first Brooks BBQ of the season. It will be Wednesday, April 20th, 3 PM – 
SOLD OUT. We need volunteers to help us the day of the BBQ. There will be a 
need for inside help: assembling the chicken dinners, bagging dinners, and 
transporting dinners to the pickup tables. Outside help: ticket sales, traffic 
direction, and runners to take assembled dinners to the cars. A person will also 
be needed to keep track of the number of dinners sold.  Back by popular 
demand: BROWNIES!!! Baking and donating brownies is a great way to help it 
you can’t volunteer the day of the BBQ. We need you to bake at least 3 dozen 



brownies without nuts, cut them into approximately 3 x 3 squares and put them 
into individual plastic baggies.  If you can volunteer April 20th, between 3 and 
6PM, there will be signup sheets for volunteering and baking brownies in the 
main hall of the Education Building. If you are unable to make it into church and 
would like to volunteer in some way, please call me (Kim Cerone) @ 518-339-
7504 or email me at purdyka@aol.com. Please leave your name and contact 
information, and I will get back to you.  Don’t feel bad if you are unable to 
volunteer, you can always swing in and purchase a great meal. 

Dinners (half chicken, baked potato, coleslaw, roll/butter, and brownie): 
$15.00 

Half Chicken only: $10.00 

The NRC Sunday School will be collecting pocket change for UNICEF on 
Sundays during Lent. UNICEF does many good works but is currently providing 
assistance to children impacted by the military occupation in Ukraine.  
Donations can be placed in collection receptacles during Coffee Hour. Sunday 
School students will also be walking around each Sunday to collect change.  We 
sincerely appreciate your generous donations! 

Pastor Rett is offering a short series of confirmation classes for any students in 
8th grade or above that wish to participate.  Confirmation Class is intended to 
nurture young people in the faith and practice of Christianity. Particular 
emphasis will be given to understanding the Christian religion as it now lives in a 
pluralistic society of many religions. Confirmation Class prepares persons to 
confirm the Baptismal vows taken for them as infants, or to be baptized, and to 
confess the Christian faith for themselves. The Board of Elders of the Niskayuna 
Reformed Church will receive into membership those who choose to make 
profession of faith. The format for the class will be informal conversation on what 
constitutes Life, Art, Science, Morals, etc. with occasional readings and field 
trips appropriate to the needs and interests of those who gather. We will gather 
in a local coffee shop, time, and place to be decided by those who choose to 
participate.  If you have interest in participating in this series, please contact 
Sabrina at christianed@niskayunareformed.org for more information. This is a 
great opportunity to learn and grow in your faith. Please feel free to reach out 
with any questions. 

Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the  
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 
 

 
 

 



Scripture 
 

Psalm 130 
 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 
2     Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to the voice of my supplications! 
3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 
    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with you, 
    so that you may be revered. 
5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
    and in his word I hope; 
6 my soul waits for the Lord 
    more than those who watch for the morning, 
    more than those who watch for the morning. 
7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
    For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
    and with him is great power to redeem. 
8 It is he who will redeem Israel 
    from all its iniquities. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
 

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,[a] that our ancestors were 
all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all 
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that 
followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased 
with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 

6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil 
as they did. 7 Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The 
people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8 We must not 
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell 
in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ[b] to the test, as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by serpents. 10 And do not complain as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things happened to them to serve as 
an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the 
ages have come. 12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28553a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28561b


fall. 13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the 
testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. 

 
      
Luke 13:1-9 

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you 
think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners 
than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish 
as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on 
them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they 
did.”  6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 
and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, 
‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I 
find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it 
alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears 
fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

   
 
 


