
Welcome to Niskayuna Reformed Church 
April 3, 2022 

5th Sunday of Lent 
 
 
Preparation for Worship:  Such things as forgiveness or liberation or 
empowerment are for gentiles what happen on the way of conversion from the 
gods to the God of Israel. Conversions to other religions or yogas or therapies 
may also in their own ways be describable as “forgiveness” or “liberation”. To 
such possibilities the gospel’s messengers can only say: “We are not here to 
entice you into our religion by benefits allegedly found only in it. We are here to 
introduce you to the true God, for whatever he can do with you - which may well 
be suffering and oppression. Robert Jenson 
 
  

The Approach to God 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
The Prelude:    Prelude on Cleansing Fountain                                      Mansfield 
 
Introit 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
The Call to Worship: (Psalm 130) 
Leader: Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 
People: Lord, hear my voice!  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 
supplications! 
Leader:  If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 
People:  But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 
Leader: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
People:  It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 

*A Hymn:    If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee                                         344 

  
*The Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 



Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession: Father in Heaven, we confess that we have not loved 
and trusted you. We have believed in your miracles for others but relied 
only on our own resources for ourselves. Forgive us the arrogance of 
mistrust O God. Teach us to live as your people.  Have mercy upon us and 
forgive our sin. In Jesus Name. AMEN 
 
Kyrie Eleison:  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
  
Words of Assurance 
 

*Gloria Patri:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

  
Anthem: Let Us Gather at the Shadow of the Cross                                    Nix  
  
 

The Word of God 
 

The Prayer for Illumination      
 
Old Testament Lesson:                                                                            Psalm 24                                                    
 
Epistle Lesson:                                                                         Philippians 3:4b-14                  
    This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
The Junior Sermon  
 
Gospel Lesson:                                                                                  John 12:1-8 
                        

           This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
*A Hymn           Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days                               181 
 
Sermon:  “Songs in a Strange Land: Trust” 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 



 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Offering                   
 
Offertory         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                                            Holst 
 

*Doxology 544 and Prayer of Consecration   
  
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 The Meaning of the Sacrament 
 The Invitation 
 The Communion Prayer 
  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts! 
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  For it is holy and right to do so! 
 
  Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty …. adore your glorious name. 
 
  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts! Heaven and earth are full of 
  your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he that come in  
  the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 
  Most righteous God …. Together we proclaim the mystery of the  
  faith: 
 
  Christ has died! 
  Christ is risen! 
  Christ will come again! 
 
 The Words of Institution 
 Sharing of the bread and the cup 
   
Communion        In a Quiet Garden                                                          Overholt 
 
 
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 



 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* Hymn    O Jesus, We Adore Thee                                                            200 
 
*The Benediction  
 

Benediction Response 

  
The Postlude:  The Old Rugged Cross                           Bennard/Hughes 
 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 
 

Announcements 
  
Lent is a season of penitence. The word is not used much now and has come to 
mean simply a feeling - being sorry, regretting, etc. Penitence, however, is not a 
feeling, it is an act. “The undergoing of some discipline, voluntary or imposed 
by spiritual authority, in an outward expression of repentance.” says the Oxford 
English Dictionary. Psalms is the book in which penitence lives. During Lent, the 
Lectionary readings will be read but they will be tangential in the sermon. 
“Songs in a Strange Land”, penitence in our strange world as focused by 
Psalms will be our Lenten journey. The five will be: Psalm 22; Psalm 23; Psalm 
130; Psalm 107; and Psalm 24.  
 
Reverend Rett Zabriskie will be in the office on Thursday mornings from 9-
10:30. Effective April 20th, he will be in the office on Wednesday mornings 
from 9-10:30.  Otherwise, any time the American flag is flying outside the 
parsonage, you are welcome to stop over and come right in!  You can reach him 
by calling his cell at 201.819.7629. Please call him to directly to set up visits.  To 
help Rev. Zabriskie learn our names, we ask that you wear your name tags on 
Sundays. If you need a name tag, please contact Ellen. 
 
For three Sundays in Lent, we have had extended conversation on the general 
topic of the future of the Christian Church in general and NRC in particular. 
Sessions are “Coffee Hour Conversations”, in the hope that all manner and sorts 



of people can participate - including families and kids.  Coffee Hour will begin as 
usual - however after 15 minutes of the normal chat at tables, we will have a 
group conversation.  We already had two sessions on March 6, 2022:  Session 
I "I just feel at home here" Gathering Language for Talking About a 
Congregation and March 20, 2022:  Session II “Back to the Family Farm” 
  
LAST SESSION:  April 3, 2022:  Session III "Whad'Ya Know?"                   
  

 

A Big Thank You to all who volunteered during the last two years.  It was 
wonderful that we as a church community could continue to serve lunches to our 
neighbors at the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen in spite of the pandemic.  It 
looked different since we assembled bag lunches at NRC and delivered them to 
the door at Salvation Army.  However, the mission to feed the hungry 
was accomplished.  At this time, we have been invited to prepare and serve 
once again at the facility at 222 Lafayette St., Schenectady.  It will be so good to 
get back to serving our neighbors in person!  We serve lunches at the soup 
kitchen from April to November, so you have 8 opportunities to participate!  We 
typically schedule 3 months at a time.  The next 3 dates are Wednesday, April 
27, Thursday May 19 and Thursday June 16. We need 4-5 volunteers each 
month and the time commitment is 4 hours, from about 10 AM to 2 PM. I know 
those who have volunteered can agree that this is a fun and fulfilling time of 
fellowship and service.  If you can help out, please call or text Sue Lichtig 
at (518)421-1734 or Email her at susanlichtig@gmail.com.  The April Mission 
Collection will benefit our own mission group.  The fund will go to support our 
2022 “Soup Kitchen” expenses. 

 

The SiCM collection for April will be Paper Products— Tissues, Toilet Paper, 
Paper Towels etc.  You may leave your items in the blue bins in the Education 
Building.  The EB is open Monday-Friday from 2:30-5:30. Items do not have to 
be individually wrapped. 

 
The M&SC will have a Special Mission Collection to support the ongoing 
needs of Ukraine.  The collection will run through the end of April.  We will use 
the collection box in the Narthex, and it will have the colors of Ukraine on it.  The 
monies collected will benefit the needs of our local Ukrainian churches through 
the 518Ukranians.com website.  If you would like to donate in other ways, their 
info sheet is attached.  NRC has opted to collect money rather than items at this 
time with the hope of being able to help defray their costs of shipping goods they 
collect. You may also donate via PayPal and mark it as Mission 

mailto:susanlichtig@gmail.com


Offering.  PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL ELLEN TO LET HER KNOW THAT IT 
SHOULD GO TOWARDS UKRAINE COLLECTION AND NOT THE REGULAR 
MISSION OF THE MONTH! 
 

We would like to announce to the membership that we are planning on having 
our first Brooks BBQ of the season. It will be Wednesday, April 20th, 3 PM – 
SOLD OUT. We need volunteers to help us the day of the BBQ. There will be a 
need for inside and outside help.  A person will also be needed to keep track of 
the number of dinners sold.  Back by popular demand: BROWNIES!!! Baking 
and donating brownies is a great way to help it you can’t volunteer the day of the 
BBQ. We need you to bake at least 3 dozen brownies without nuts, cut them 
into approximately 3 x 3 squares and put them into individual plastic baggies.  If 
you can volunteer April 20th, between 2:30 and 6PM, there will be signup sheets 
for volunteering and baking brownies in the main hall of the Education Building. 
If you are unable to make it into church and would like to volunteer in some way, 
please call me (Kim Cerone) @ 518-339-7504 or email me at 
purdyka@aol.com. Please leave your name and contact information, and I will 
get back to you.  Don’t feel bad if you are unable to volunteer, you can always 
swing in and purchase a great meal. 

Dinners (half chicken, baked potato, coleslaw, roll/butter, and brownie): 
$15.00 

Half Chicken only: $10.00 

The NRC Sunday School will be collecting pocket change for UNICEF on 
Sundays during Lent. UNICEF does many good works but is currently providing 
assistance to children impacted by the military occupation in Ukraine.  
Donations can be placed in collection receptacles during Coffee Hour. Sunday 
School students will also be walking around each Sunday to collect change.  We 
sincerely appreciate your generous donations! 

Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the  
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Scripture 



 
Psalm 24      
The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, 
    the world, and those who live in it; 
2 for he has founded it on the seas, 
    and established it on the rivers. 
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
    And who shall stand in his holy place? 
4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 
    who do not lift up their souls to what is false, 
    and do not swear deceitfully. 
5 They will receive blessing from the LORD, 
    and vindication from the God of their salvation. 
6 Such is the company of those who seek him, 
    who seek the face of the God of Jacob.[a]Selah 
7 Lift up your heads, O gates! 
    and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
    that the King of glory may come in. 
8 Who is the King of glory? 
    The LORD, strong and mighty, 
    the LORD, mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 
    and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
    that the King of glory may come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? 
    The LORD of hosts, 
    he is the King of glory. 
                                               
 
Philippians 3:4b-14                   
 even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised 
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of 
the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+24&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14248a


but one that comes through faith in Christ,[a] the righteousness from God based 
on faith. 10 I want to know Christ[b] and the power of his resurrection and the 
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead.  12 Not that I have already obtained this or 
have already reached the goal;[c] but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved,[d] I do not consider that I have 
made it my own;[e] but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the heavenly[f] call of God in Christ Jesus. 

     
John 12:1-8 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha 
served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound 
of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped 
them[a] with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 
betray him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 
denarii[b] and the money given to the poor?” 6 (He said this not because he cared 
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 
used to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought 
it[c] so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor 
with you, but you do not always have me.” 
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