
Welcome to Niskayuna Reformed Church 
April 24, 2022 

2nd Sunday of Easter 
 
 
Preparation for Worship:  Death shows existence to be suspended in the void 
because communion which sustains existence seems to be exhausted or rather 
negated by the limits of creaturehood.  Man was not created immortal, but by 
having his personhood he was made capable of communion with the immortal 
God.  Death came to him not as a punishment in a juridical sense but as an 
existential consequence of the break in this communion; it came at the moment 
that man became introverted, and limited the ecstatic movement of his 
personhood to the created world.  Sin entered as idolatry, an ecstacy of 
communion with the created world alone.  John Zizoulas 
 
  

The Approach to God 
 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
The Prelude:    Prelude on Easter Carols                                                    Wilson 
 
Introit 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
The Call to Worship: (Psalm 118) 
Leader: The LORD is my strength and my might;  he has become my salvation. 
People: There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: “The right 
hand of the LORD does valiantly;  
Leader:   the right hand of the LORD is exalted; the right hand of the LORD does 
valiantly.” 
People:  I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
Leader:  Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them 
and give thanks to the LORD. 
People:  This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 
 
*A Hymn:    For All the Saints Who from their Labors Rest                              425 



  
*The Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession: Father in Heaven, we confess our misplaced fears 
and worries.  We are afraid of failure and ignore the reality of death.  We 
worry about “getting caught” while forgetting the obedience to you which 
gives life.  Be present with us in whatever way, hard or soft, will get our 
attention.  Have mercy upon us and forgive our sin. In Jesus Name, AMEN 
 
  
Kyrie Eleison:  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
  
Words of Assurance 
 

*Gloria Patri:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

  
Anthem: Were you There?                                                                 Traditional 
 
  
 

The Word of God 
 

The Prayer for Illumination      
 
Old Testament Lesson:                                                                          Psalm 150 
 
Epistle Lesson:                                                                                   Acts 5:27-32 
   This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
The Junior Sermon  
 
Gospel Lesson:                                                                              John 20:19-31 
                    This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
*A Hymn           Once to Every Man and Nation                                               361 



 
Sermon:  “Sins and Obedience” 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 
 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Offering                   
 
Offertory         The Call                                                               Vaughan Williams  
 

*Doxology 544 and Prayer of Consecration   
  
 
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* Hymn    Abide with Me: Fast Falls the Eventide                                         64 
 
*The Benediction  
 

Benediction Response 

  
The Postlude:  Easter Recessional                                             Nordman 
 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
  

Rev. Zabriskie and Ellen Gauna, our Office Manager, will be in the office on 
WEDNESDAYS.  Ellen will be in from 8 am- 3pm.   Rev. Zabriskie will be in the 
office from 9-10:30 and then move over to the parsonage.  Anytime the 
American flag is flying outside the parsonage, you are welcome to stop over and 
come right in! You can reach him by calling his cell at 201.819.7629.  Please call 
him to directly to set up visits.  If you need to drop off items, the Education 
Building is open from 2:30-5:30, Monday-Friday. 

The NRC Property Committee is hosting a clean-up day on Saturday, May 7th 
at 9 am, and they need your help!  Every participant will receive donuts and a 
free t-shirt, while supplies last!  Children and families are especially encouraged 
to attend. Please bring rakes and work gloves!  If you have any questions, 
please contact Scott Haefner at 518-842-7167.   We hope to see you there! 

NRC volunteers will be serving lunches on Wednesday, April 27 at the Salvation 
Army Soup Kitchen.  We are still in need of 1 volunteer.  If you can help out, 
please contact Sue Lichtig.  Thank you! 

The April Mission Collection will benefit our own mission group.  The funds 
will go to support our 2022 “Soup Kitchen” expenses. 

The SiCM collection for April will be Paper Products— Tissues, Toilet Paper, 
Paper Towels etc.  You may leave your items in the blue bins in the Education 
Building.  The EB is open Monday-Friday from 2:30-5:30. Items do not have to 
be individually wrapped. 

The M&SC will have a Special Mission Collection to support the ongoing 
needs of Ukraine.  The collection will run through the end of April.  We will use 
the collection box in the Narthex, and it will have the colors of Ukraine on it.  The 
monies collected will benefit the needs of our local Ukrainian churches through 
the 518Ukranians.com website.  If you would like to donate in other ways, their 
info sheet is attached.  NRC has opted to collect money rather than items at this 
time with the hope of being able to help defray their costs of shipping goods they 
collect. You may also donate via PayPal and mark it as Mission Offering. Please 
contact Ellen if you want PayPal to go towards the Ukraine Collection and 
not the regular mission of the month.   
 
Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the  
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 
 

 
 



Scripture 
 

Psalm 150 
 
Praise the LORD! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty firmament![a] 
2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
    praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
3 Praise him with trumpet sound; 
    praise him with lute and harp! 
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe! 
5 Praise him with clanging cymbals; 
    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
6 Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD! 
 
 
Acts 5:27-32  
 
When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high 
priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this 
name,[a] yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are 
determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles 
answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority.[b] 30 The God of 
our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a 
tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might 
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey 
him.”    
 
John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained. 24 But Thomas 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+150&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-16396a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A27-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27077a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A27-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27078b


(who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe. 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But these are 
written so that you may come to believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah,[c] the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-31&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26881a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-31&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26888b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-31&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26888c

