
Welcome to Niskayuna Reformed Church 
May 1, 2022 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
 
 
Preparation for Worship:  “Hospitality means primarily the creation of free space 
where the stranger can enter and become a friend instead of an enemy. 
Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them space where change can 
take place. It is not to bring men and women over to our side, but to offer 
freedom not disturbed by dividing lines.”  --Henri Nouwen 
 
 
  

The Approach to God 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
Prelude:    His Eye is on the Sparrow                                               Gabriel/Smith 
 
Introit 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
Call to Worship: (adapted from Acts 2:36-41) 
Therefore: let the entire house of Israel know with certainty 
that God has made Jesus both Lord and Messiah,  
Jesus who was crucified. 
We who crucified him are cut to the heart.  
We ask, "What should we do?" 
Repent, and be baptized, every one of you! 
Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  
God promises to forgive us, and send us the gift of the Holy Spirit! 
God’s promise is for us, for our children, and for all who are far away,  
everyone whom the Lord our God calls into God’s open arms. AMEN 

 

*Hymn:   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                                       21, verses 1,2,3                                                                         

  
*Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father 



and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession: God of Grace, you are ever more willing to forgive 
than we are to confess. Our burdens weigh heavily on us. Help us to lay 
our burdens down. We thank you that you hear us when we pray, that you 
share our suffering and pain, and that you forgive us.  
(Period of silence.) 
 

Kyrie Eleison:  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon 
us; Lord, have mercy upon us.  

  
God of New Life, as Christ was raised from the dead, raise us from the 
death of sin into life eternal. Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray, 
AMEN. 
 
Words of Assurance 
 

*Gloria Patri:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

  
Baptism of Luke Thomas Groudine                            Rev. Abby Norton- Levering 

 
Anthem: Lift High the Cross                                                                Nicholson 
  
 

The Word of God 
 

Prayer for Illumination      
 
Junior Sermon  
 
Gospel Lesson:                                                                              Luke 24:13-35 
                        

           This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
*Hymn           Jesus Loves Me!  This I Know                                                    465 
 
Sermon:  “Recognizing Jesus” 



 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 
 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Offering                   
 
Offertory         O Sing unto the Lord                                                           Hassler 
 

*Doxology 544 and Prayer of Consecration   
  

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 The Meaning of the Sacrament 
 The Invitation 
 The Communion Prayer 
  The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts! 
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  For it is holy and right to do so! 

  Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty …. adore your glorious   
  name. 

  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts! Heaven and earth are full  
  of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he that   
  come in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

  Most righteous God …. Together we proclaim the mystery of   
  the faith: 

  Christ has died! 
  Christ is risen! 
  Christ will come again! 

 The Words of Institution 
 Sharing of the bread and the cup 

 
Communion                     Just a Closer Walk with Thee                         Mansfield 
   
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 



 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
*Hymn    Go, My Children, with My Blessing                                           insert 
 
*The Benediction  
 

Benediction Response 

  
Postlude:  Recessional on Hymn to Joy                                      Beethoven 
 
 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 
 

Announcements 
  
 

Today, we celebrate the baptism of Luke Thomas Groudine.  May the Lord bless  

and guide him in his faith.  May he know the love and support of our church  

community.   
  
Reverend Rett Zabriskie will out of the office April 26th and will return on May 
10th.  We will have guest preachers on May 1st & 8th.   
          
Our May Mission of the Month Collection will benefit Camp Fowler a Christian 
Camp and Retreat Center that is a non-profit children’s camp grounded in 
openness, hospitality, and compassionate Christianity.   Camp Fowler’s function 
first and foremost is as a summer camp, aiming to provide space for children to 
be themselves, learn from those who are different from them, and intimately 
experience wonder and love.  In the off-season, they offer retreats that revolve 
around themes of stewardship, relationships, youth ministry and spirituality—
most of which are open to the public.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  
Thank you! 
 
 



 
Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the  
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 
 

 
 

Scripture 
 

Luke 24:13-35 
 
13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles[a] from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all 
these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, 
Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each 
other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad.[b] 18 Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 
days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus 
of Nazareth,[c] who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 
the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one 
to redeem Israel.[d] Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 
said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to 
them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah[e] should suffer 
these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. 
 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 
he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because 
it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with 
them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized 
him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us[f] while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25995a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25999b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26001c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26003d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26008e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26014f


Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared 
to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 


