
Welcome to Niskayuna Reformed Church 
May 15, 2022 

5th Sunday of Easter 
 
 
Preparation for Worship:  The feebleness of the churches is being criticized to-
day, and the criticism is justified. One reason for the feebleness is that there has 
not been this concentration of spiritual energy; we have not brooded enough on 
the tragedy of Calvary or on the meaning of Redemption.  If you want to know 
the energy of God (i.e., the resurrection life of Jesus) in your mortal flesh, you 
must brood on the tragedy of God. Cut yourself off from prying personal interest 
in your own spiritual symptoms and consider bare-spirited the tragedy of God, 
and instantly the energy of God will be in you. "Look unto Me," pay attention to 
the objective Source and the subjective energy will be there. We lose power if 
we do not concentrate on the right thing. Oswald Chambers 
 
 
  

The Approach to God 
 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
The Prelude:    The King Of Love My Shepherd Is                                      Englert 
 
Introit 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
The Call to Worship: (Psalm 148) 
Leader: Praise the LORD.  Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the 
heights above. 
People: Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars. 
Leader:   you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, 
People:  wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 
Leader:  young men and women, old men and children. 
People:  Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; 
his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
 



*A Hymn:     
  
*The Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession: Father in Heaven, we confess our impatience with 
your dealings with us.  We strive to be healthy, happy, and successful.  We 
complain when your love constrains us.  We look for gain with no pain and 
to enter heaven without dying.  Teach us true love.  Have mercy upon us 
and forgive our sin. In Jesus Name, AMEN 
 
  
Kyrie Eleison:  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
  
Words of Assurance 
 

*Gloria Patri:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

  
Anthem: When You Wish Upon A Star on Chimes 

Leigh Harine & Ned Washington From Disney's Pinocchio 1940 
Bell Arr. MUYUPC 
The Eendracht Bell Choir      

 
 

The Word of God 
 

The Prayer for Illumination      
 
Old Testament Lesson:                                                                          Psalm 148                                 
 
Epistle Lesson:                                                                                    Acts 11:1-18             
   This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
The Junior Sermon  
 
Gospel Lesson:                                                                              John 13:31-35 



                    This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
*A Hymn            
 
Sermon:  “Take it Personally” 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 
 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Offering                   
 
Offertory           The God of Abraham Praise 

Traditional Hebrew Melody Yigdal 14th Century 
Arr. Larry Sue (ASCAP) 

   The Eendracht Bell Choir      
 

*Doxology 544 and Prayer of Consecration   
  
 
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* Hymn    That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright                                       insert 
 
*The Benediction  
 

Benediction Response 

  
The Postlude:  God Be With You Till We Meet Again 

William G Tomer 1880 
Arr Larry Sue (ASCAP) 
The Eendracht Bell Choir      

 



*Please stand if you are able. 
 

Announcements 
  

Rev. Zabriskie and Ellen Gauna, our Office Manager, are in the office on 
Wednesdays.  Ellen will be in from 8 am- 3pm.   Rev. Zabriskie will be in the 
office from 9-10:30 and then move over to the parsonage.  Anytime the 
American flag is flying outside the parsonage, you are welcome to stop over and 
come right in! You can reach him by calling his cell at 201.819.7629.  Please call 
him to directly to set up visits.  If you need to drop off items, the Education 
Building is open from 2:30-5:30, Monday-Friday. 

 
Today marks the 45th season of our Bell choir.  Thank you to all our past and 
present bell choir members and especially Norma Lovell who was our bell choir 
director for many years before Jim Frederici took over.   
 
Our May Mission of the Month Collection will benefit Camp Fowler a Christian 
Camp and Retreat Center that is a non-profit children’s camp grounded in 
openness, hospitality, and compassionate Christianity.   Camp Fowler’s function 
first and foremost is as a summer camp, aiming to provide space for children to 
be themselves, learn from those who are different from them, and intimately 
experience wonder and love.  In the off-season, they offer retreats that revolve 
around themes of stewardship, relationships, youth ministry and spirituality—
most of which are open to the public.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  
Thank you! 
 

As we welcome the month of May and celebrate all the mothers we’ve known 
and loved, our Mission and Service Committee will be collecting special 
women’s items for the SiCM pantry to share. Hygiene products, skin care, 
fragrances, soaps, shampoo etc. would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you, 
NRC family, for your continued support! 

Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the  
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Scripture 
 
 
Psalm 148 
 
Praise the LORD.[a] 
Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
    praise him in the heights above. 
2 Praise him, all his angels; 
    praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; 
    praise him, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens 
    and you waters above the skies. 
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
    for at his command they were created, 
6 and he established them for ever and ever— 
    he issued a decree that will never pass away. 
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 
    you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 
    stormy winds that do his bidding, 
9 you mountains and all hills, 
    fruit trees and all cedars, 
10 wild animals and all cattle, 
    small creatures and flying birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all nations, 
    you princes and all rulers on earth, 
12 young men and women, 
    old men and children. 
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
    for his name alone is exalted; 
    his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
14 And he has raised up for his people a horn,[b] 
    the praise of all his faithful servants, 
    of Israel, the people close to his heart. 
Praise the LORD. 
 
 
 



 
 
Acts 11:1-18     
 

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also 
had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house of 
uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large 
sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to 
where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild 
beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill 
and eat.’ 

8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 

9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that 
God has made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled 
up to heaven again. 

11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the 
house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about 
going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the 
man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and 
say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a 
message through which you and all your household will be saved.’ 

15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at 
the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized 
with[a] water, but you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave 
them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I 
to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 

18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, 
“So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

         
   
John 13:31-35 



When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is 
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him,[a] God will glorify the Son in 
himself, and will glorify him at once. 

33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just 
as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another.” 

 
 


