
Welcome to Niskayuna Reformed Church 
May 22, 2022 

6th Sunday of Easter 
 
 
Preparation for Worship:  For generations it was assumed that religious 
conversions were the result of doctrinal appeal - that people embraced a new 
faith because they found its teachings particularly appealing, especially if these 
teachings seemed to solve serious problems or dissatisfactions that afflicted 
them. Surprisingly, when sociologists took the trouble to actually go out and 
watch conversions take place, they discovered that doctrines are of very 
secondary importance in the initial decision to convert.  One must, of course, 
leave room for those rare conversions resulting from mystical experiences such 
as Paul’s on the road to Damascus.  But such instances aside, conversion is 
primarily about bringing one’s religious behavior into alignment with that of one’s 
friends and relatives, not about encountering attractive doctrines.  Put more 
formally: people tend to convert to a religious group when their social ties 
to members outweigh their ties to outsiders who might oppose the 
conversion, and this often occurs before a convert knows much about 
what the group believes.  Rodney Stark   
 
 
 
  

The Approach to God 
 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
The Prelude:    The Love of God                                                               Lehman 
 
Introit 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
The Call to Worship: (Psalm 1) 
Leader: Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 



People: but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his 
law day and night. 
Leader:   That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its 
fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers. 
People:  Not so the wicked!  They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 
Leader:  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
assembly of the righteous. 
People:  For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked leads to destruction. 
 
*A Hymn:    Let All The World in Every Corner Sing                                           22 
 
*The Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession: Father in Heaven, we confess our separation from 
you.  We hear the stories, but they do not feel like our stories and we 
mostly fall back on ritual.  We don’t change much, even when crisis hits.  
Teach us Lord the freshness of your newness each day.  Help us to yearn 
for you and rejoice when you appear.  Have mercy upon us and forgive our 
sin. In Jesus Name, AMEN 
 
 
Kyrie Eleison:  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
  
Words of Assurance 
 

*Gloria Patri:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

  
Anthem:  Music of Life                                                                              Martin 
 
 

The Word of God 
 

The Prayer for Illumination      
 



Old Testament Lesson:                                                                            Psalm 67 
 
Epistle Lesson:                                                                    Revelation 21:22-22:5              
   This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
The Junior Sermon  
 
Gospel Lesson:                                                                              John 14:15-31             
                    This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
*A Hymn           O Holy City Seen of John                                                        508 
 
 
Sermon:  “Is That God Speaking?” 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Offering                   
 
Offertory          O Morn of Beauty                                                               Sibelius 
  

*Doxology 544 and Prayer of Consecration   
  
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* Hymn    Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise                                   77 
 
*The Benediction  
 

Benediction Response 

  
The Postlude:   Praeludium in D-Moll                                                 Bach 



 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 

Announcements 
  

Ellen is on vacation May 19-May 24th and will be in the office on May 18th & 
May 25th.  In case of emergency, please contact Suzi O'Brien at 518-370-5801 
or 518-369-5704 (cell) or email her at suzinuke@gmail.com.  In case of non-
emergency, please contact Rick Wallace at 518-951-4596.  Rev. Zabriskie will 
be in the office on Wednesdays from 9-10:30 and then move over to the 
parsonage.  Anytime the American flag is flying outside the parsonage, you are 
welcome to stop over and come right in! You can reach him by calling his cell at 
201.819.7629.  Please call him to directly to set up visits.  If you need to drop off 
items, the Education Building is open from 2:30-5:30, Monday-Friday. 

Just a quick note that this week's Sunday School session will be large group, 
and will be our first rehearsal for Children's Day, which will be held June 12th 
this year.  We'd love to have lots of children at our service this year, so please 
consider joining us! We hope to see you there! 

Our May Mission of the Month Collection will benefit Camp Fowler a Christian 
Camp and Retreat Center that is a non-profit children’s camp grounded in 
openness, hospitality, and compassionate Christianity.   Camp Fowler’s function 
first and foremost is as a summer camp, aiming to provide space for children to 
be themselves, learn from those who are different from them, and intimately 
experience wonder and love.  In the off-season, they offer retreats that revolve 
around themes of stewardship, relationships, youth ministry and spirituality—
most of which are open to the public.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  
Thank you! 
 

As we welcome the month of May and celebrate all the mothers we’ve known 
and loved, our Mission and Service Committee will be collecting special 
women’s items for the SiCM pantry to share. Hygiene products, skin care, 
fragrances, soaps, shampoo etc. would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you, 
NRC family, for your continued support! 

Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the  
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 

 

 
 
 



Scripture 
 

Revelation 21:22-22:5              
 
 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on 
it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will 
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On 
no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory 
and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter 
it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.   

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the 
great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing 
twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are 
for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of 
God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They 
will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no 
more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the 
Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

 
Psalm 67 
 
May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face shine on us—[b] 
2 so that your ways may be known on earth, 
    your salvation among all nations. 
3 May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you rule the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations of the earth. 
5 May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
6 The land yields its harvest; 
    God, our God, blesses us. 
7 May God bless us still, 
    so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
 



John 14:15-31    
          

If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of 
truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave you 
as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me 
anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that 
day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in 
you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves 
me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them 
and show myself to them.” 

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show 
yourself to us and not to the world?” 

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will 
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone 
who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not 
my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind 
you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. 

28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you 
loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is 
greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does 
happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this 
world is coming. He has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world may 
learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 

“Come now; let us leave. 

 
 
 
 
 


