
Welcome to Niskayuna Reformed Church 
May 29, 2022 

Ascension of the Lord 
 
 
Preparation for Worship:  Simplicity is the secret of seeing things clearly. A saint 
does not think clearly for a long while, but a saint ought to see clearly without 
any difficulty. You cannot think a spiritual muddle clear, you have to obey it clear. 
In intellectual matters you can think things out, but in spiritual matters you will 
think yourself into cotton wool. If there is something upon which God has put His 
pressure, obey in that matter, bring your imagination into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ with regard to it and everything will become as clear as 
daylight. The reasoning capacity comes afterwards, but we never see along that 
line, we see like children; when we try to be wise we see nothing Oswald Chambers 
 
 
 
  

The Approach to God 
 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
The Prelude:    America the Beautiful                                                             Ward 
 
Introit 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
The Call to Worship: (Psalm 47) 
Leader: Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. 
People: For the LORD Most High is awesome, the great King over all the earth. 
Leader: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of 
trumpets. 
People: Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing 
praises. 
Leader: For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. 
People: God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. 
 



*A Hymn:    Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus                                                  210 
 
*The Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession: Father in Heaven, we confess that we do not know 
what heaven might be and we think too well of ourselves to worry about 
hell. We do not see the sin that keeps us from grasping what our forbears 
in faith saw clearly. We hear the old stories as a foreign language. Have 
mercy upon us O God. Teach us the truth that continues no matter what 
the story. Forgive our sin. In Jesus Name. AMEN 
 
 
Kyrie Eleison:  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
  
Words of Assurance 
 

*Gloria Patri:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

  
Anthem:  God of Our Fathers                                                             Arr. Young 
 
 

The Word of God 
 

The Prayer for Illumination      
 
Old Testament Lesson:                                                                            Psalm 93                                                                      
 
 
Epistle Lesson:                                                                                      Acts 1:1-11                                   
 
   This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
The Junior Sermon  
 
Gospel Lesson:                                                                              Luke 24:44-53 



             
                    This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
*A Hymn          O Spirit of the Living God                                                         242 
 
 
Sermon:  “Is Heaven Accessible?” 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Offering                   
 
Offertory          God Who Built This Wondrous Planet                            Ferguson  
  

*Doxology 544 and Prayer of Consecration   
  
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* Hymn    The Lord Ascendeth Up on High                                                 212 
 
*The Benediction  
 

Benediction Response 

  
The Postlude:   National Emblem March                                         Bagley    
 
 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 

 
 
 



Announcements 
  

As our nation pauses to remember those in the military who have given their 
lives for freedoms we enjoy, we pray you would have us all look to you for 
strength, comfort, and guidance. Be with all who serve in our Armed Forces. 
Bless them and their families. Grant your loving protection. 

Rev. Zabriskie will be in the office on Wednesdays from 9-10:30 and then move 
over to the parsonage.  Anytime the American flag is flying outside the 
parsonage, you are welcome to stop over and come right in! You can reach him 
by calling his cell at 201.819.7629.  Please call him to directly to set up visits.  If 
you need to drop off items, the Education Building is open from 2:30-5:30, 
Monday-Friday. 

Just a quick note that this week's Sunday School session will be large group, 
and will be our first rehearsal for Children's Day, which will be held June 12th 
this year.  We'd love to have lots of children at our service this year, so please 
consider joining us! We hope to see you there! 

Just a reminder that there will be no Sunday School this week (5/29) in 
observance of Memorial Day. Enjoy the weekend! 

Our May Mission of the Month Collection will benefit Camp Fowler a Christian 
Camp and Retreat Center that is a non-profit children’s camp grounded in 
openness, hospitality, and compassionate Christianity.   Camp Fowler’s function 
first and foremost is as a summer camp, aiming to provide space for children to 
be themselves, learn from those who are different from them, and intimately 
experience wonder and love.  In the off-season, they offer retreats that revolve 
around themes of stewardship, relationships, youth ministry and spirituality—
most of which are open to the public.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  
Thank you! 
 

The Mission and Service Committee will be collecting special women’s items for 
the SiCM pantry to share till the end of the month. Suggested items are:  
hygiene products, skin care, fragrances, soaps, shampoo etc. would be greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you, NRC family, for your continued support! 

Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the  
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 

 

 
 



Scripture 
 
Psalm 93    
                                                                   
The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; 
    the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength; 
    indeed, the world is established, firm and secure. 
2 Your throne was established long ago; 
    you are from all eternity. 
3 The seas have lifted up, LORD, 
    the seas have lifted up their voice; 
    the seas have lifted up their pounding waves. 
4 Mightier than the thunder of the great waters, 
    mightier than the breakers of the sea— 
    the LORD on high is mighty. 
5 Your statutes, LORD, stand firm; 
    holiness adorns your house 
    for endless days. 
 
 
Acts 1:1-11                                   
 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented 
himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with[a] water, but in a 
few days you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set 
by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 
from their sight. 



10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 
two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why 
do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go 
into heaven.” 

 
Luke 24:44-53 
 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and 
the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He 
told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in 
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 
things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the 
city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  50 When he had led 
them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into 
heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 


