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Can You Name All Your Children? 

 

 

I got a phone call a while back from one of my children whom I do not know.   

Perhaps that needs some explanation. 

 

I had received a note from a person who had been a member of the youth group in 

a congregation I served as a student pastor during seminary (now many years ago).  

It was a marvelously affirming letter.  She was writing because she had just graduated 

from seminary and credited me for providing the motivation that led her down that 

path.  During those years, she had been trying to grow up normally in a household 

with an alcoholic parent.  Somehow from our time together she not only felt  

supported in the moment but got hold of the end of the string that leads to God.  In 

addition to getting through the youth experience, she began to live with the One 

who is the source of all experience.  She called, and we made a date for lunch. 

 

Now, to the point.  Even after a pleasant lunch, with talk about the past, I do not have 

any memory pictures of her at all in that past context.  She is a wonderful person now, 

but all about her then remains a complete blank in my memory.  There are five or six 

people from that youth group whose faces and lives are still clearly before me, but try 

as I might, this person is not.  I have no idea what I said, how I acted, or what  

happened to help connect her with God, yet she is very clear that it was through our 

relationship that it happened.   

 

We forget.  Our human memories are all too often the servants of other emotions.  A 

sage once commented: " 'It was like this', said Memory. 'It couldn't have been like 

that', said Honor.  And Memory resigned".  We "remember" and "know" much of the 

time to suit the needs we have in the relationships of the moment.  When surrounded 

by peers of one persuasion, it is difficult to hold a contrary view and remain "one of 

the bunch".  The contrarian is either excluded from "the bunch", or relegated to  

irrelevance with the put-down comment, "We expect that sort of thing from you". 

 

We forget.  God Remembers.  Our joys and sorrows.  Our foibles and our good works.  

Our sins and our charities.  God alone knows us at all times as we really are.  That is 

what makes The Feasts and Seasons of the Church Year so very much a miracle.  

From the beginning of creation, God does not forget nor give up searching for his lost 

people.  The Good News is that God was in Christ Jesus, and for his sake forgets all of 

our sins.  And so because of Christ all things, whether we remember them or not, work 

together for good.  The festivals of the Church Year, beginning with Advent and run-

ning through the Feast of Christ the King, prompt us to remember this Good News so 

that we can live with all we have forgotten.  I pray  that Sunday worship will not be 

among the things you forget and that you will be in your place to give thanks to God. 

                                                                                                                  Rett Zabriskie 



 

What does a Deacon do at NRC? 

A Deacon at NRC serves on Consistory, the “Board of Directors” of the church, 

along with the Minister and Elders. This role is significant for the life and health 

of the church, but is not  burdensome. We normally meet once a month and 

most members also volunteer to co-chair one of the church’s standing com-

mittees along with a non-consistory member. There is little distinction between 

Deacons and Elders at NRC, and all have an equal voice in decisions.  

Consistory members provide leadership for the operation of the church and its 

service to our members and community at large. Deacons provide input and 

guidance to this process. Topics range from the routine, like campus clean-up 

and heating system repairs; to the unforeseen, like responding to COVID and 

replacing a minister. Never a dull moment, and all critically important to our 

church community. As a member of consistory you become part of a group of 

people you will grow to love and will help with your own spiritual growth.  

Please consider stepping up to become a Deacon. NRC needs your perspec-

tive and counsel. No matter how old or young you are (a deacon can be as 

young as 21), we are all on this spiritual journey together and need to support 

one another in this “extended family” we call the Church. Please seek out any 

current or past Consistory member with any questions.  

 

Elders: 

• Suzi O'Brien, Consistory Vice President 

• Linda Gardner 

• Adrean Kreig 

• Janel Mirel 

• David Perlee 

Deacons: 

• Lizbeth Amorelli 

• Scott Haefner 

• Leo Lichtig 

• Maureen Rizzi 



 

Birthdays  
2  Scott DeBlock 

2 JoeAnne Tully 

5  Tristan Gartner 

5 Emma Neary 

6  Rock Rockwood 

8  Andrew Groudine 

10  Jim Friderici 

12  Peter Brownsey 

16  Barbara Sim 

17  Ann Duncan 

17  Mike Mason 

17 June Peterson 

20  Sally Perlee 

20 Hope Waxman 

20 Hailey Waxman 

21  Jeff Rivenburg 

22  Maya Lembo 

24 Christina Pustay 

25  Elizabeth Mazza 

25 Ned Spain 

30  Ava Nagy 

30 Les Perlee 

30  Caroline Pustay 
Anniversaries 

Bob & Tracy Sacca            1 

Scotty & Jan Clark            14 

Robert & Donna Stewart       

                                  20 

Peter & Donnie Brownsey 

                6 

Jon & Kim Waxman          26 

Michael & Rebecca 

Benjamin                            26 

Charles & Karen Goddard 

                                  29 

June Ushers Schedule 

June 5 Brian Maclutsky & Scott Haefner  

June 12 Children’s Day 

June 19 Lizbeth Amorelli & Joan Peebles  

June 26 John & Lynn DelSignore 

 

 

The WFG meeting will be held at it's normally scheduled 2nd 

Wednesday of the Month, June 8 from 2-4 

pm. 

 

The Women’s Fellowship Group date to 

meet is to be determined.  Please  

contact Eileen Eldred with questions! 

Office News 

Ellen will be on vacation June 23rd-June 27th.  In 

case of emergency, please contact Suzi O'Brien 

at 518-370-5801 or 518-369-5704 (cell) or email her 

at suzinuke@gmail.com.  In case of non-

emergency, please contact Rick Wallace at 518-

951-4596  

Rev Zabriskie will be gone starting June 29th for the remainder of the summer.   



 

Mission & Service Committee 

Mission of the Month:   

Our Mission of the Month Collection will  

benefit Wildwood Programs. Wildwood 

began operating over 50 years ago as a 

local , not for profit organization that was 

formed when a group of parents found 

that their children did not fit neatly into 

existing programs.  Today, Wildwood 

meets the needs of the individuals it sup-

ports with a person-centered, holistic ap-

proach where a wide range of educa-

tion, employment, residential, recreation 

and counseling services work collabora-

tively ti maximize a person's independ-

ence.  Your donation will enable Wild-

wood Programs to continue supporting 

local families with special needs.    Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated.  Thank 

you! 

Looking ahead:  July - Bus Stop Club 

Communion Collections 

NRC Soup Kitchen Expenses  

$211 collected  

Once again, we appreciate the  

generosity of our congregation.   

Special Note:  Our Mission of the Month 

Collections run for the entire month.  If you 

are unable to attend church on Sundays, 

you may mail your donation to the 

church.  All checks should be made  

payable to NRC and specify on the 

memo line the name of the organization 

that you wish to support.   

Did you know that you can make Mission 

of the Month Collections through the 

Church’s Web Site?  There is now a  

dedicated Mission donation selection for 

the Pay Pal contributions.   

SICM Emergency Food Pantry 

For the month of June in honor of  Father’s 

Day, we will be collecting Men’s Personal 

Care Products—shampoo/conditioner, 

body wash, deodorant, razors, hair brush-

es and general toiletry items.  

The Food Pantry is now accepting  

volunteers - call the pantry at 518-346-

4445 for more information or email  

volunteer@sicm.us 

 

Monetary donations are also welcome 

and can often purchase more food per 

dollar than we often realize.  There is a 

green collection box in the narthex.   

Every donation impacts lives. 

2022 Volunteer Opportunities 

Schenectady City Mission-  

Volunteer opportunities are beginning to 

resume pursuant to  Covid-19 safety 

guidelines.  Please see the following to 

learn more  

https://citymission.com/get-involved/ 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen 

June 16th   

July 20th 

August 24th  

September 15th 

Please contact Barb Valenti or Sue Lichtig 

if you are able to volunteer.   

Future date: TBD 

UPCOMING M & SC Events 

Coffee Hour  - August 7th 

Brooks BBQ 2022—8/17/22 

Next Meeting:  June 6th at 7pm in the 

Lounge  -  All are welcome  

Please remember the needy, the hungry 

and the poor. 

 

 



 

Coffee Hour Conversation  

On Sunday, June 5th, please join Rev.  

Zabriskie immediately following church for a 

Coffee Hour Conversation.  The title will be “All 

You Need to Know.”  We hope you can join us! 

 
 

Consistory Bible Study 

There will be a Consistory Bible Study every  

Tuesday in June from 1:30-2:30, starting June 7th.  

The study is titled “Fruits of the Spirit”.   
 

 

History & Archives Committee 
 

T H A N K   Y O U 

 

The members of NRC’s History & Archives  

committee extend their sincere gratitude to all those 

who contributed to the March collection organized 

by the Missions & Service committee.  We appreciate the $600 donation by 

M&S which allows us to have additional historical church documents profes-

sionally conserved for future generations. Thank you for your generosity 

and support! 

 
S P E C I A L   W O R S H I P   S E R V I C E   A N N O U N C E M E N T 

 

The worship service and coffee hour on Sunday, July 31, 2022 will be hosted by 

the History & Archives committee. In honor of the 170th anniversary of the  

dedication of our church building held July 31, 1852, the committee will  

present an overview of NRC’s history since that time as well as the 100 years 

prior to that. Yes, our congregation is about 270 years old.  Hymns from the 

dedication and previous anniversary celebrations will be sung, and the  

historical address will be in lieu of a sermon. 

      

The H&A committee has recently compiled a new booklet outlining the history 

of Niskayuna Reformed Church. The booklets will be available for a $5  

donation during coffee hour inside Fellowship Hall.  Cake, coffee and  

lemonade will be served.   



 

Christian Education  

The NRC Sunday School has continued to meet for the 

last several months, in spite of the challenges that the  

ongoing Covid-19 pandemic presents. Here’s what 

we’ve been up to in the last few months:  

The Sunday School participated in a Lenten collection for UNICEF. Our total 

came to $209.37. Thank you sincerely to everyone who was able to donate! 

This money will go directly to children impacted by the military action in 

Ukraine.  

Several children completed our Communion Workshop in the last few months, 

and the Congregation welcomed them to the Communion ritual with open 

arms on the first Sundays of April and May. Congratulations to all who partici-

pated and received their first Communion – we’re so proud of you! We will 

have one more first Communion Sunday in June. We hope you’ll join us!  

Children’s Day will be observed on June 12th this year. The kids will run a ser-

vice and perform a skit about the wonders of a life in Christ. We encourage all 

children to participate – we have many roles for many types of kids! We hope 

to have many in our congregation join us on that Sunday to celebrate as well.  

Several older students have been participating in confirmation classes with 

Pastor Rett. We’re so proud of their study, and are glad to support them on 

their spiritual journey!  

We are still looking for teachers and assistants for our winter and spring ses-

sions. If you have any interest in joining the team, please reach out to Sabrina 

at christianed@niskayunareformed.org. We offer a number of methods by 

which to contribute, and we’d love to have you share your gifts with our kids.  

 

Zoom Coffee Hours  

Just a reminder, we still have TWO coffee hour ZOOMS every week. 

     Wednesday morning @ 10am 

     Sunday morning @ 10:45am. 

Use Same link for both:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83670146771?

pwd=cENjQ2d1QldFdFQ0RHdFem82NCtqQT09  If you use the link above, you  

shouldn’t need a passcode, but if you get asked, the passcode is 413853 

mailto:christianed@niskayunareformed.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83670146771?pwd=cENjQ2d1QldFdFQ0RHdFem82NCtqQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83670146771?pwd=cENjQ2d1QldFdFQ0RHdFem82NCtqQT09


 

 



 

Wednesday, June 1 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

7 pm-Membership (L) 

Thursday, June 2 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

7:30 pm-Senior Choir (S) 

Friday, June 3 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

7 pm-AA 

Saturday, June 4 

3 pm-CDDC (FH) 

Sunday, June 5 

Communion 

Mission-Wildwood 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 

10:30 am-Coffee Hour  

Conversation (FH) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Monday, June 6 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

7 pm-M & SC (L) 

Tuesday, June 7 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Flute (102) 

7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 

Wednesday, June 8 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

2 pm-WFG (L) 

6:30 pm-Cub Scouts (FH) 

7 pm-Consistory (L) 

Thursday, June 9 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

7:30 pm-Senior Choir (S) 

Friday, June 10 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

7 pm-AA 

Saturday, June 11 

8 am-Blood Drive (FH) 

Sunday, June 12 

Children’s Day 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 

10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Monday, June 13 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

7 pm-M & SC (L) 

Tuesday, June 14 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Flute (102) 

7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 

Wednesday, June 15 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

Thursday, June 16 

10 am-Soup Kitchen (SA) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Friday, June 17 

9:15-12 pm-NS (101) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

7 pm-AA 

Saturday, June 18 

No events 

Sunday, June 19 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 

10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Monday, June 20 

10-Japanese Flower arr (FH) 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Tuesday, June 21 

1:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Flute (102) 

7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 

Wednesday, June 22 

11:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

Thursday, June 23 

7:30-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Friday, June 24 

7 pm-AA 

Saturday, June 25 

No events 

Sunday, June 26 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

9:45 am-Sunday School (EB) 

10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Monday, June 27 

7:30 am-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Violin (102) 

Tuesday, June 28 

6 am-9 pm-Elections (FH) 

7:30 am-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

4 pm-Flute (102) 

7 pm-Boy Scouts (FH) 

Wednesday, June 29 

7:30 am-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

9:30 am-Worship Service (S) 

10:30 am-Coffee Hour (FH) 

10:45 am-Coffee Hour  

Thursday, June 30 

7:30 am-5:30 pm-TSL (FH/104) 

 

Please Note: 

When no room is included af-

ter an event, it will take place 

on Zoom.  Contact the church 

office if you have not been 

receiving the online infor-

mation and wish to join us re-

motely.   

 

CCC- Congregational Care  

CM- City Mission  

H & A- History & Archives 

M & SC-Mission & Service  

SA-Salvation Army 

WFG-Women’s Fellowship 

Group 

WBG-Women’s Book Group 

CDDC-Capital District Deaf  

Center 

 

June 2022 


