
Welcome to Niskayuna Reformed Church 
June 19, 2022 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 
Preparation for Worship:  Nothing pleases man more than the sort of alluring 
talk that tickles the pride that itches in his very marrow. Therefore, in every age, 
when anyone publicly extolled human nature in most favorable terms he was 
listened to with applause...Thus even with no outside support the utterly vain 
opinion generally obtains credence that man is abundantly sufficient of himself 
to lead a good and blessed life. John Calvin 
 
 
  

The Approach to God 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements. 
 
Prelude:    Praeludium in E-Minor                                                                  Bach 
 
Votum:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
Call to Worship: (Psalm 146) 
Leader: Praise the LORD.  Praise the LORD, my soul. 
People:  I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as 
long as I live. 
Leader: Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save. 
People: When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very 
day their plans come to nothing. 
Leader: Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in 
the LORD their God. 
People: He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in 
them—he remains faithful forever. 

 

*Hymn:   The God of Abraham Praise                                                                89 

  
 



*Salutation and People's Amen:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 
Prayer of Confession: Father in Heaven, we confess that we like to have the 
inside track. We know you are in charge of heaven and earth but we like to 
feel that we are in charge of something too. It is too scary to be dependent 
on another for everything. Teach us Lord, that whatever our feelings, we 
are indeed dependent on you for everything. Help us to be what you 
intend. Keep our "take charge" feelings from leading us into sin. Have 
mercy upon us, and forgive our sin. 
 
 
Words of Assurance 
 

*Gloria Patri:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

  
 
Special Music: Sing to the Lord on High                                             Livingston 
  
 

The Word of God 
 

Prayer for Illumination      
 
Old Testament Lesson:                                                                1 Kings 19:1-15a                                                        
 
 
Epistle Lesson:                                                                           Galatians 3:23-29 
 
   This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
The Junior Sermon  
 
Gospel Lesson:                                                                                  Luke 8:26-39
                                                                              
                  This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
*Hymn           Jerusalem, The Golden                                                              428 



 
Sermon:  “The Original Arminian” 
 
A Prayer for Blessing upon the Word 
 
 

The Response of God's People 
 

Offering                   
 
Offertory         God Himself is Present                                                      Neander 
 

*Doxology 544 and Prayer of Consecration   
  

Profession of Faith for Confirmands 

  
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
*Hymn    God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending                                     insert 
   
*The Benediction  
 
Postlude: "Allein Gott In Der Hoh" -   

All Glory Be to God on High              Decius 
 
 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
  
Today, we celebrate the confirmations of Caroline Drapeau, Ashley Pechulis, 
Emily Wood, & Owen Wood.  We welcome them officially to our church as they 
make this final step in their profession of faith and support them with our prayers 
and love in Christ.   
 
Happy Father’s Day to all those fathers, past & present in our church.  May God 
bless and guide them.   
 
There is a Consistory Bible Study in the Lounge, on June 14th, 21st & 28th from 
1:30-2:30 pm.  The study is titled “Fruits of the Spirit”.   
 
The Women’s Book Group is meeting on Saturday, June 25th at Karen 
Goddard’s home.  Please contact Karen for directions. 
 
At long last, SiCM is finally able to resume site-based summer meals for the 
children of Schenectady. Mobile delivery continues for some areas; however, we 
have been able to sign up for Wallingford Park in Mont Pleasant, a familiar 
location to many of us.  SiCM is requesting 4 NRC volunteers per day for the 
week of July 18-22, from 12:15-1:30 PM.  Michele Kopp will be attending their 
training on June 21 and should have more information after that meeting. Thank 
you all for your continued support of this program! 

For the month of June in honor of Father’s Day, we will be collecting Men’s 
Personal Care Products—shampoo/conditioner, body wash, deodorant, razors, 
hairbrushes, and general toiletry items.  The Food Pantry is now accepting 
volunteers - call the pantry at 518-346-4445 for more information or email 
volunteer@sicm.us.  Monetary donations are also welcome and can often 
purchase more food per dollar than we often realize.  There is a green collection 
box in the narthex.   Every donation impacts lives. 
 
Our Mission of the Month Collection will benefit Wildwood Programs.  Wildwood 
began operating over 50 years ago as a local, not for profit organization that 
was formed when a group of parents found that their children did not fit neatly 
into existing programs.  Today, Wildwood meets the needs of the individuals it 
supports with a person-centered, holistic approach where a wide range of 
education, employment, residential, recreation and counseling services work 
collaboratively ti maximize a person's independence.  Your donation will enable 
Wildwood Programs to continue supporting local families with special needs. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 
 



Parents with infants and small children are reminded of the room behind the 
balcony with an audio system to hear the worship service if needed. 

 
 

Scripture 
 

1 Kings 19:1-15a     
                                                    

Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the 
prophets with the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May 
the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not 
make your life like that of one of them.” 

3 Elijah was afraid[a] and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, 
he left his servant there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the 
wilderness. He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he 
might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than 
my ancestors.” 5 Then he lay down under the bush and fell asleep. 

All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” 6 He looked 
around, and there by his head was some bread baked over hot coals, and a jar 
of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. 

7 The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, 
“Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” 8 So he got up and ate and 
drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he 
reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the 
night.  And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” 

10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The 
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your 
prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying 
to kill me too.” 

11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of 
the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the 
rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there 
was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the 
earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came 
a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and 
went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 



Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The 
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your 
prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying 
to kill me too.” 

15 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of 
Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 

 
 
Galatians 3:23-29 
 

Before the coming of this faith,[a] we were held in custody under the law, locked 
up until the faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our 
guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this 
faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you 
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 
Luke 8:26-39 
 

They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes,[a] which is across the lake from 
Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed 
man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a 
house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at 
his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son 
of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus had 
commanded the impure spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized 
him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had 
broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. 

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And they 
begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 

32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged 
Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 33 When the 



demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and 
reported this in the town and countryside, 35 and the people went out to see what 
had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the 
demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and 
they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-
possessed man had been cured. 37 Then all the people of the region of the 
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. 
So he got into the boat and left. 

38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but 
Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return home and tell how much God has done 
for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had 
done for him. 


